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and international = communities
for present and future users (Bina
Vaidya, page 3).
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. to promote the current status
of library professionals and semi-
professionals, regular workshop, talk
programs, seminars and conferences
should be organized for sharing
new technologies and standards in
the field of library and information
science. (Goma Banjade, page 123)
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becoming more important elements
for competitiveness and significant
resources for industrial development
in the knowledge society. Library of
Nepal including special, community,
public and academic libraries are not
well equipped to serve information
to the diverse needs of the all sectors
such as industry and business,
different communities, innovators,
etc. The different libraries and
information centres are need to
convert information to knowledge, to
contribute to knowledge creation and
the support for technical innovation,
necessitate that the library remains
relevant and contribute towards
economic growth, innovation, social
enabling and industrial development
in Nepal. (Dr. Antonio Neubauer,
page 182)
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The strength of libraries and
information centres is not measured
by their collection but by their use
and services... User's interests are
generally expressed in the form of
subjects so to address these interest,
libraries should organize documents
systematically on the basis of the
subject covered by the document.
(Parbati Pandey, p. 144)

A democratic society needs citizens
who are aware of their environment
and well acquainted with the cultural,
social, political and economic
heritage of the country... A public
library is the most suitable institution




for this purpose simply because it is
an essential part of one's life. (Prem
Raj Adhikari, p. 150)
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Second National Conference On Public
And Community Library — 2079 :A Brief Analysis)

25 Dhananjaya Poudyal
Executive Member of

Shree Ratna Pustakalaya, Baneshwor, Kathmandu

Background

The word “library” is extracted from the
Latin word liber that denotes books is
related to collection of the books kept with
a decorative form for the purpose of reading
in a wide space or in the room. In this regard,
library has a very long history originated
in ancient times with the aim of reading
and learning new things that revealed the
importance of the library. In respect of
Nepal it could not be found a long history of
the library since no permission was granted
to establish alibrary during the period of the
Ranaregime in the country. However some of
the social activists were doing works for the
development of the library secretly which
was not incorporated in the official records.
In the meantime, one of the family members
of the Ranas known as Keshar Shumser who
took initiation for the facilities of the library
following the establishment of the Kaiser
Library in his own residence. After ending of
the Rana regime in 1950 it was commenced
to be established the libraries and some
pedagogy too in public or semipublic
sector in the country. In this context, it can
be pronounced some of the libraries that
have long history in the country such as,

Dilliraman Kalyani Regmi Memorial Library,
Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya, Kaiser Library,
Shree Ratna Pustakalaya and other libraries
located in Kathmandu as well as in other
parts of the country. As an example Shree
Ratna Pustakalay established in the year
BS 2019, is performing its activities very
effectively up to the period of establishment.
In this regard a formal commendation from
the Government of Nepal, MoEST was
offered in the year BS 2075. Besides, some of
the libraries are running with the supports
of foreign countries like American Library,
British Library, Nepal Bharat Sanskritik
Sangh, and Nepal - Japan Children Library
in Kathmandu.

At this moment, there are more than 227
public and community libraries (as per the
official records) functioning in the country.
But the actual figure might be more than
this. They are operating as per their own
acts and regulations in association with
the stakeholders at local level. It is known
that libraries are not only the source
of knowledge and wisdom but also is a
common platform where different types
of known or unknown people could be
met, communicated and discussed in the
periphery of the library. It is considered as a
holy place where the lord Saraswati is sitting
to blessings to her pupils and followers.
Thus the libraries scattered in the country
from east to west could have different
types of operation modalities resulting to
different types of impacts though they could
be facing some problems in the process of
functioning of the libraries in their locality
/ community. However, it can be replicated
the suitable modalities of a library by the



other libraries to addressing the issues
facing by them. Similarly development and
promotion of a library is possible with due
considerations and initiations taking by
the concerning may be government, non-
government or individuals together. Further,
it would only be possible if all the officials
or representatives of the libraries gathered
in a common platform and communicated
and discussed about the library among
them. Realising this issue the GoN, MoEST
organised a large meeting in the form of
conference among the librarians in the
country as the Second National Conference
on Asar 15 and 16, 2079 (June 29 and 30,
2022).

Scenario of the National Conference

The National Conference was held with the
supports of READ Nepal, Shanti Volunteer
Association and From the People of Japan
with the motto “Foundation of an Able
Societyisdueto Developmentand Expansion
of Public Library” (Sabal Samaj ko Adhar
Sarwajanik Pustakalaya ko Bikash ra Bistar).
The two days conference was inaugurated
by the State Minister for the Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology. The
supporting Non-government agencies were
playing very crucial role to make a success of

Table. 1 Sample Presentations

the conference along with the Government
of Nepal. As a participant of the programme
it was keenly observed that READ Nepal was
one of the main actors of the conference to
make a grand success of the programme as
a whole. Huge numbers of participants were
coming from Mechi to Mahakali (Taplejung
to Dadeldhura) of the country. They were
either executives or board members of their
respective libraries.

Sessions of the Conference

Following the inauguration of the conference
a survey report was presented by the
consulting agency New Era. Most of the
sessions of the conference except starting
and ending were conducted informally
with discussing and communicating among
the participants. Main portion of the
conference was presentations of the facts
and figures of the libraries that were done
by the participants of the conference both
in Nepali and in English. There were various
presentations presented on the floor. Some
of the presentations are taken as sample
(representative) presentations which are
shown in the table as follows. It has been
divided into 5 categories as per the subject
matters of the presentations.

Organizational Public and Library . .
. Libraries in
set up of the community management & Others
. . . . abroad
library libraries practices
Kaiser Sharing of key | READ approach | Public librar- | Library
library-past findings of for sustainable ies in Japan: | policy review
present, and survey on public | community history, law, |and recommen-
future. & community libraries. and policy, & | dations
libraries in current
Nepal. situation.
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Organizational Public and Library . s
set up of the community management & ELieTa Gl Others
library libraries practices CLIEl
Godavari com- | Role of public | Room to Read's | Public librar- | Librarians in
munity library | & community | practices in ies system University and
and resource libraries in com- | library manage- |in USAand | public libraries.
centre. munity devel- ment and use. present con- | Nepali subject
opment in view text of Nepal. | heading list
of the media
persons.
Sangam com- | Sharing of key Information
munity library, | findings of sur- Management.
Udayapur. vey on public and dissemina-
Children librar- | & community tion on Ayurve-
ies in Nepal. libraries in dah tradition
Nepal. system of
medicines, a
case study.

-Courtesy from: Arjun Maharjan.

Based on the topics of the presentations it
had been pointed out that the conference
was focused on five different headings
as mentioned above. The headings are
very relevant for the detail study of the
presentations with the purpose of review
of the conference. Accordingly, it would
be useful for the future meetings and
conferences about the library to be held in
coming days.

It has been learnt from the presentations
that the library is a transformer that can
generate the power of knowledge and
skills in the society/locality. It is a source of
information and learning in different sectors
and subjects that can change the habit and
behavior of the people in the long run. It was
also felt at the same time that none of the
libraries were inclined to the politics rather
they were concentrated in literature, social

service, religious activities and charitable
works.

About to be concluded of the two days
conference the organisers of the conference
prepared the draft with ten point
declaration of the conference and presented
it among the participants. Before finalizing
the declaration it was highly discussed on
the floor. Based on various suggestions,
comments, and recommendations of the
participants the organizers produced a
final version of the declaration known as
“Kathmandu Declaration”. The declaration
has been mentioned point wise as follows.

Kathmandu Declaration (Unofficial
translations)
Kathmandu declaration was released

with organizing an adhoc committee for
organizing Pradesh level conference to
implementing the issues and concepts
considering the conclusions raised in



Lumbini Pradesh and in Number 1 Pradesh.

Collective commitment of the participants
for trying their bests for establishment,
expansion, and development of the public
and community libraries at both the levels
policy and implementation.

Commitment for celebration of book day,
library day, and to organize the conference of
library for the development and expansion
of the public and community libraries even
atlocal level and in Pradesh level.

Collective  commitment for essential
organizational set up, creation and
intensifying of the networks, and

strengthening capacity for the development
and expansion of the public and community
libraries of Nepal.

Forceful demand for the preparation of
required library act and regulations for the
establishment of atleast one publiclibrary at
each level of the 3 levels of the government.

To take initiation to boost up the level of
the existing libraries, and to establish new
libraries in nonexistence areas in Federal,
Pradesh and at local level.

Demand for necessary budget with the
provision of coordination and joint action
in association with the stakeholders at all
the three levels of the government for the
institutional development of the public and
community libraries.

Demand for establishment of high level of
Library Development Council in federal and
even in Pradesh level.

Mandatory management for incorporating
the units of the children's libraries and
playing materials for the development
of reading culture in each public and
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community library.

Committed for delivering effective services
and access for all with making disabled
friendly, child friendly, environment friendly,
readers friendly and information technology
friendly in the newly constructing building
of the libraries onwards.

Demand for the jobs creation of skilled
manpower even with provision of career
development for appropriate management
of the library and for information
management system (IMS).

Others (Miscellaneous)

Besides the presentations and declaration
as discussed above some other features of
the conference have to be shortly mentioned
here.

Conference was considered as a meeting
point of the people associated with library
and loved to the libraries from Mechi to
Mahakali.

Exchanged the belongings among the
participants, such as books, banners, other
reading materials even with personal
description like visiting card, contact
number, email address, FB name and so on.

Met some friends who were missing even
for more than two decades without any
information.

Meeting was an amalgamation event of the
older and the younger people where more
than 75 years and less than 35 years of the
participants were sitting together in.

Gender equality was considered in the
conference where ladies and gents were
equally participating in the meeting.

The organisers of the conference were highly



devoted to make it a grand success. It should
highly be appreciated for their devotion.

Logistics

Provided the logistics with an attractive
Nepali branded jhola (bag) to the
participants.

Tea and snacks along with the lunch was
quantitatively and qualitatively satisfactory.

Weaknesses of the conference

No other weaknesses were felt (personally)
except the time management of the
conference which was almost continuation
from the time of inauguration of the
conference.

Conclusion

Library (Pustakalaya) is not a new word
for the Nepalese people even they might be
literate or illiterate ones. But the fragrance
of the library might not be reached to all of
them since accessibility to the library is very
limited specially for the community people.
Most of the libraries are concentrated in
city or in suburb areas rather than in the
remote areas of the county. In this regard
the Government of Nepal is trying its best
to increase accessibility to library facilities
by dispersing its services physically or even
electronically in the remote areas of the
country. Realizing the provision of expansion
and development of the library by providing
more and more services and facilities of
the library the Gon, MoEST has taken keen
initiation in it with the supports of the
National and International non-government
organisations. Therefore, the Ministry
organized the conference with the supports
of some non-government organisations like,
READ Nepal, Shanti Volunteer Association

and from the People of Japan in a very well
manner with a declaration in the form of
output of the conference.

Actually the conference was ended in a
grand manner with Kathmandu Declaration
because of supports of all the stakeholders
of the conference. But it should not be
forgotten to mention here that the names
of the two gentlemen Mr. Yadab Chandra
Niraula, Under Secretary from the Ministry
of Education, Science and Technology, and
Mr. Bhola Kunar Shrestha, Chief of READ
Nepal were highly devoted at every steps of
the conference from its starting to ending. It
was felt that they might also have done hard
work for the preparation of the conference
before its commencement. They are
thankful for their dedication and hard work
for the success of the conference. Finally, it
can be hoped that such type of conference or
workshop of the library will be arranged not
only in Kathmandu but also in other parts of
the country in the future.



Assessing librarians for public and university libraries in Nepal

&5 Lila Nyaichyai
Assistant Professor
CDLIS, TU

As per the definition, librarians are persons
trained in library science and engaged in

library service or a chief administrative
officer of a library. There are varities of
job title for librarians as per the libraries
that they work for. The job nature and
requirements varies according to different
types of libraries. As per the Prospects
website of United Kingdom, there are
numbers of requirements listed for different
types of librarians.

Let's have a look on Job wvacancy
advertisements for different types of
librarians in UK published on July 2021

lil:)?*;r;?a?lfs Resposibiliy Eligibilities Salary ir‘lgizrl:l-e
Academic | making academic postgraduate diploma or £29000=NPR | 35 hrs
librarians | information and Masters in librarianship or | 4449824.63 | per
knowledge resourc- | information 44 Lakh 49 week
es accessible to science/management thousand 8
students and staff hundred 24
Archivist | acquire, manage and | postgraduate qualification £28256 Time
maintain documents | accredited by the ARA (Ar- minimum flexible
and other materials | chives Records Association, | NPR
that have historical | UK) 4335663.61
and cultural impor-
tance for individu-
als, organisations
and nations
Infor- manage and develop | Postgraduate qualification £29000 9am
mation information to make |accrediated by CILIP (UK's -5pm
officer it easily accessible to | Library and Information
others Association)
Public provide an first degree accredited by the | £ 29000 35 hrs
librarian | information, reading | Chartered Institute of Library per
and cultural hub and Information Professionals week
for the local (CILIP), or a degree in any
community subject plus a CILIP-accredited
postgraduate diploma or
Masters in librarianship
or information science/
management

Source: https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles
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The literature of USA and UK during 1970s
and 1980s were focused on how neglected
library profession and how low salary
they had for librarians, which reflected the
ignored condition of library professions.
Similarly, the demand and supply of the
graduate librarians had big gaps during
that time in USA. In 1974, it was 6 thousand
Masters in Library Science graduate
awarded and in 1980, it was 47 hundred
graduates. Studies explained that the
working tenure of librarians were average
12 years only. Many women workforces
left jobs due to personal reasons during
that time in USA (Lipscomb, 2003). Similar
stories repeated in India according to the
study “Manpower planning in agricultural

published in 2010, where 65% of vacant
librarians' post were unflufilled, particularly
those supervising and managerial post
were unflufilled in agricultural universities
of India (Kumbargoudar, 2010). Whereas
Saudi Arabian Universities libraries cried for
the lack of qualified librarians productions
as per the demand and need during 1980s
(Namlah, 1982).

The situation of 1980s of other countries
repeats in Nepal in this 21st century.
TUCL has unflufilled quotas of librarians,
hence having interns for completing their
task. Many constituent colleges of TU
have absence of qualified professinals
recruitments. Kaiser Library and Nepal
National Library has also the same stories of

science university libraries in India lesser MLISc graduate human resource.
Libraries Total human resource | Currently fulfilled |Less number
Nepal National Library | 15 (only 3 BLISc/MLISc |14 1
(NNL) Graduate)
Kaiser Library 15 (only 2 BLISc/MLISc |14 1
Graduates)
TUCL 93 39 54
TU constituent college | 62 22 40
libraries

It is very obvious that the unflufilled
human resources have badly impact on
the performance and service delivery
of libraries. Once have a over the tasks
to be performed by academic, archivist,
information officer, and public librarians are
mentioned as bellow

What to be done by academic librarians?

1. developand manage collections of books,
journals (both paper and electronic) and
websites

2. select,acquireand catalogue information

Source: Survey, June 28, 2022

using library and information software.

3. create, update and manage electronic

and printed information resources

4. coordinate and deliver information and

digital literacy sessions to students,
researchers and staff

5. contribute  to academic course
development and liaise with academic
departments

6. assist researchers with literature
searches wusing databases, printed

resources and the internet



7. establish and maintain executive
working relationships with academic
staff and students, as well as external
bodies such as suppliers

8. manage and support the provision of
reading lists and allocate length of loans

9. take on responsibility, in some cases, for
archives and other special collections

10. deal with user enquiries, which may
involve one-on-one advice sessions
manage budgets in relation to your
allocated subject areas/departments
and, in some cases, purchase resources

11. keep up to date with developments in
the library sector and participate in
professional groups or networks.

What to be done by Archivist?

1. evaluate records for preservation and
retention

2. assessitemsthatmay be fragile and need
careful handling, repair or conservation

3. catalogue collections and manage
information and records

4. promote your work through exhibitions,
presentations, talks and visits
liaise with donors and depositors of
archives

5. advise and support users on how best to
access, use and interpret archives

6. prepare record-keeping systems and
procedures for archival research and for
the retention or destruction of records

7. maintain user-friendly, computer-aided
search systems

8. be customer focused and respond to
enquiries from the public, businesses,
academics and other users

9. identify ways of protecting and
preserving collections

10.

11.

arrange the acquisition and retrieval of
records

advise on the ongoing organization
and storage of material to encourage
organizations to plan for the future

At a more senior level,
you'll be expected to:
bid for funds and manage budgets
manage and supervise stack
take responsibility for developing and
implementing strategies.

What to be done by Information Officer?

1.

N oW

10.

11.

select, ~manage and  distribute
information resources in a range of
formats

classify, collate, catalogue and store
information, wusually using special
computer applications, for easy access
and retrieval

create and search databases
catalogue and index materials
scan and abstract materials
conduct information audits

develop and manage electronic
resources using, for example, online
databases and content management
systems

oversee the development of new
information systems

write and edit reports, publications and
website content

develop and manage internal
information resources and networks via
intranet sites design for the web

respond to requests and enquiries
from staff and external clients
run executive enquiry and current
awareness or ‘alerting' services and
develop communications strategies



12.

13.

14.

provide user education via leaflets,
websites and tours of the library or
information room

publicize and market services, through
publicity material, demonstrations,

presentations and/or social media

providetrainingand advice to colleagues,
and sometimes clients, on the use of
electronic information services.

What to be done by public librarians?

1. keep up to date with newly released
publications in order to select library
resources

2. organize resources in an accessible way

3. manage your stock, including the
weeding out of old resources

4. anticipate community needs and trends
to ensure library services are used as
much as possible

5. promote the use of the library through

displays, talks and community events,

Special tasks of different librarians

which may involve work in the library or
going out into the community

use social media channels to publicize

and promote library  activities,
projects and programmes to local
communities and the wider public
provide reader, advisory and
information services to the public and

local businesses

organise  library  provision  for

specific community groups, such
as minority ethnic groups, schools,
youth organisations, adult learners
and pre-school groups develop the
use of IT to improve service delivery
deal with enquiries and help library
usersinaccessing IT and other resources

undertake reader development activities

provide services to socially excluded
groups work with other agencies
and bodies, such as museums and
educational services, to develop services
and initiatives in the community

Librarians Special tasks Focus
Academic e information and digital literacy sessions Academy and
Librarian e academic course development research
e literature searches
e professional groups or networks
Archivists » evaluate records Preservation
» promote your work and
» interpret archives conservation
» computer-aided search systems
» protecting and preserving collections




Librarians

Special tasks

Focus

Information
Officer

systems

content

provide user education

select, manage and distribute information resources
classify, collate, catalogue and store information
scan and abstract materials

oversee the development of new information

write and edit reports, publications and website

current awareness or 'alerting’ services

Dissemination

Public
Librarian

NENNE

library activities

\

anticipate community needs and trends
promote the use of the library
use social media channels to publicize and promote

minority ethnic groups, schools, youth organizations,
adult learners and pre-school groups develop
v provide services to socially excluded groups

Library use and
social justice

Source: https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles

Work capabilities of Nepalese librarians

Nepal has been producing masters' graduate
in Library and Information Science from

1999 AD. As per the work experiences of
MLISc graduates Nepalese librarians the
task completion capabilities are as follows:

Librarians | Work experience | Document processing per day | Serving users per day
L1 3yrs 12

L2 6 yrs 6 30

L3 14 yrs

L4 9 months 50 20

L5 40 yrs 25 30

L6 1yrs 25

L7 17 yrs 35 90

According to the survey, the average
document processing per day 25 and
average servable users per day is 42. If the
approximate calculations are said for 5 lakh
titles, 1 person require 70 years to complete,
and 20 person require 3 years. So, the logic
is that the number of librarians should be
increased to accomplish processing for
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Source: survey, June 27, 2022

increased document titles. It is the same
for serving increased number of users to be
served.

Now let's discuss on how many MLISc
graduates had been produced, how many
diplomacy graduates produced, and how
many para-professional trainees have been



produced in Nepal. Let's view the table below:

Library Total BLISc | Total MLISc | Total diploma in | Total CTEVT train-
schools graduates Graduates | LISc graduates ing graduates
CDLIS, TU 138 217
NOU
LIMISEC 510
HealthNet Not provided
TULASSA 350
TUCL

So, the total professional graduates are
355 and Para-professional graduates are
860 available. Those who graduated from

foreign universities and foreign training

Source: Survey, June 28, 2022

are excluded in this data. At the present
scenario, the working Nepalese librarians
are employed as following:

Types of libraries Professionals | para-professionals | Total
University Library 70 5 75
College library 24 6 30
School library 9 2 11
Public library 8 8
National library 4 4
Community library 1 1
Part time 2 2
Office library 54 8 62
Jobless 16 1 17
Retired 47 1 48
Discontinuous 7 1 8
Resigned 8 8
Expired 12 12
Not Mentioned education and current 53
service
Total 314 25

Source: (Nepal Library Association, 2021)



Compiled by: Budha Magar, Birjung, Student
MLISc 4th semester 2079

The total 171 professional librarians are
working now in Nepal. It excluded jobless,
retired, discontinued, resigned, and expired,
no mentioned professionals. Only 48% of
the total BLISc and MLISc graduates are
currently in working status, remaining 52%
are either jobless, retired, discontinued job,
resigned, expired or in uncleared status.
Among the working professional librarians,
the highest number is in University library.
Very less professional librarians are
employed in public libraries of Nepal. It is
only 8 professionals.

Discussions and Conclusions

First of all, the 355 BLISc and MLISc
graduates during 22 years (2052-2073
BS) is very less in number. The student's
enrolment capacity and pass rate is in
unsatisfactory condition. The Central
Department of Library and Information
Science, TU is left with minimum physical
infrastructure and a smaller number of
faculties (only 4) are available currently. In
comparison to 2 years graduates, the para-
professionals are produced in good amount
860 in number, as per data collection.
Para-professionals are enough to conduct
daily clerical task, however, to conduct full-
fledged responsibilities of a library is not
sufficient.

The task completion rate for a title to be
References

processed in per librarian 25 only (though
the data is not yet sufficient), so the human
resources are needed in big numbers in
order to process titles as soon as possible.

University libraries are required to assist
in research, hence the load of task to make
users information literate and digital literate
is significant one. University librarian
is expected to cooperate developing
educational course curriculum too, which
is academic tasks for librarians. So, the
university librarian is expected to be capable
dealing cross-cutting issues. Presently
working university librarians are found
overloaded with their regular tasks due to
heavy lack of sufficient numbers oflibrarians
(only 41% librarians are recruited in TUCL).
Only 35% of constituent colleges of TU has
recruited one professional librarians for
each college library. But in contrary to the
demand of librarians, 52% of BLISc/MLISc
graduates' librarians are still jobless.

In public libraries currently 12 professional
librarians are  working.  Librarians'
recruitment in public libraries are less in
number. The largest public library of Nepal,
Nepal National Library has only 2 posts for
professional librarians, and it is the same
in Kaiser Library too, another huge public
library of Nepal. It is not possible to make
libraries functioned without librarians.
Nepalese libraries are still far away from
full automation for all kind of information
services.
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Public and Community Libraries and Cultural Development:
Promoting diversity, preservation, and engagement in Nepal

45 Prem Raj Adhikari
Under secretary MoFE, Singhadurbar.

Introduction

A public library is often likened to a public
university. It offers materials suitable for
all classes and communities within society
without any discrimination and free of
charge. Its purpose is to provide knowledge
to the people. The primary goals of a public
library include contributing to the nation's
development, preserving the cultural
and historical heritage of the society,
fostering a reading habit, functioning as
informal education centers, and serving
as information hubs (Sharma, 2019). The
services offered by public libraries are
impartial and unbiased, not influenced by
factors like age, gender, character, religion,
ethnicity, nationality, language, economic
status, or educational level. Instead, they
are based on principles of equality, ensuring
that all individuals are treated fairly and
without any discrimination.

Public and Community Libraries in Nepal

Public and community libraries (PCLS)
are both important resources for people
in their communities, but there are some
key differences between them. As public
libraries are typically funded by the
Government, while community libraries
are often funded by donations or grants of

local level. This can affect the size and scope
of the collections and programs offered
by each type of library. In Principle, the
target group of public libraries are open to
everyone, while community libraries may
be targeted to a specific group of people,
such as a particular neighborhood, ethnic
group, or age group. In the IFLA guideline
by Koontz and Gubbin (2010) mentioned
public libraries are typically located in
central locations, while community libraries
may be located in more dispersed areas. As
per the services of public libraries offer a
wide range of services, including access to
books, magazines, newspapers, computers,
and other resources. Community libraries
may offer a narrower range of services, but
they offer more specialized services that
are design to the needs of their community.
The both type of library works on individual
needs and preferences. In Nepal there are
both types of libraries with a wide range of
resources and programs.

Development of PCL in Nepal has a long
history, dating back to ancient times when
important scripts and teachings were
written on various materials like Tadapatra,
Shilapatra, Tamrapatra, and Bhojpatra.
These valuable manuscripts were initially
kept in religious monuments and other
places. Later, during the late King Prithivi
Narayan Shah Nepal unification campaign,
historical records were scattered, and efforts
were made to collect and preserve them in
the Basantapur Durbar in Hanuman Dhoka.
To manage and safeguard these manuscripts
and handwritten texts, a decree (Lalmohar)
was issued by Girvanyuddha Bikrama
Shah on Bhadra 15, 1869 B.S, marking the



beginning of Nepal modern library system
(Nirula, 2017). This milestone event paved
the way for the development of libraries
in the country. Currently, according to the
MOEST (2022), Nepal has a total of 928
public and community libraries.

MoEST (2022) stated that Community
Libraries and Resource Centers (CLRCs)
have a significant role in driving socio-
economic transformation by providing
essential training and comprehensive
programs designto specific needs. These
programs encompass a wide range of
subjects, including livelihood skills, micro-
enterprise, literacy, women's and youth
empowerment, health education, and
technology. Through collaborative efforts
with various partners, these centers impact
thousands of individuals annually.

According to the same study of MoEST
(2022) found that, a notable 85% of these
libraries have formal registration with local
authorities like the District Administration
Office, District Education Office, or other
local government units. Some are also
registered with the Zonal Office. Affiliation-
wise, approximately one-third of thelibraries
have ties to the Social Welfare Council
(SWC), while one-fifth are associated with
the Nepal Community Libraries Association
(NCLA).

In terms of accessibility and operation,
a substantial 70% of the libraries are
open to the public, with 90% being fully
functional. Among these, 17% remain open
throughout the week, and the average daily
opening hours stand at 5.2. Regarding
reading materials and resources, nearly
three-quarters (75%) of the libraries have
Created lists of reading materials. In terms
of financial support, local governments are a
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significant source of funding for 60% of the
libraries, while 33% receive private funding,
and 23% secure grants from individuals
or NGOs. Additionally, 8% have diverse
financial resources.

Sustainable income sources are reported
by 39% of the surveyed libraries, with 47%
relying on members' feesand 40% benefiting
from government or local government
contributions. In terms of infrastructure
and facilities, nearly half of the libraries
operate on public property, while one-third
own their own premises, and one-tenth are
situated in rented spaces. These libraries
typically consist of an average of four
rooms, with 25% having disability-friendly
infrastructure and almost 50% featuring
separate restroom facilities for males and
females. Technological provisions are
prevalent among the libraries, with nearly
70% having computers, 58% equipped with
printers, half of them possessing photocopy
machines, and about one-third having
scanners. Furthermore, 17% of libraries
possess servers, and 25% are equipped with
cameras.

Programming-wise, 73% of the libraries
offer education and reading habit
development initiatives, with 71%
permitting book borrowing. These centers
also contribute to awareness-raising
and information dissemination through
diverse events and activities (60%), while
40% organize recreational programs and
offer photocopying and scanning services.
Additionally, 47% of libraries implement
targeted programs catering to women and
youth. Despite their valuable contributions,
community  libraries and  resource
centers encounter significant challenges,
including insufficient government support,
limited local awareness regarding their



importance, and the absence of information
and communication technology (ICT)
infrastructure. It shows the present situation
of PCLs in Nepal.

In this periphery, eurrently, there are few
publiclibraries in Nepal that are fully funded
by the government, but the government
is preparing to open public libraries at all
753 local levels. According to MoSET the
government has given one lakhs to one
million grants to 98 libraries.

The PCLs in Nepal plays a vital role in
supporting various aspects of information
dissemination, education, culture, literacy,
lifelong learning, and both formal and
informal education across the nation.
This institution serves as a cornerstone
for knowledge and cultural enrichment,
contributing significantly to the intellectual
and social development of individuals
and communities throughout Nepal. The
diverse range of resources, programs,
and initiatives, the PCL actively fosters a
culture of learning, promotes literacy, and
cultivates an appreciation for Nepal rich
cultural heritage. Whether through its
extensive collection of books, interactive
workshops, cultural events, or collaborative
partnerships with educational institutions
and community groups, the PCL stands as
a beacon of knowledge and a platform for
personal and collective growth in Nepal.

Significance of Cultural Development in
the Context of PCLs

PCLs play an important role in providing
a focus for cultural and educational
development in the communites. They are
working for shape and support the cultural
identity of the community by working in
partnership with appropriate local and
regional organizations, providing space

for cultural activity, organizing cultural
programs, and ensuring that cultural
interests are represented in the library's
materials (Shrestha & Krolak, 2015).

The library contribution reflects the variety
of cultures represented in the community
in Nepal. Most of the PCLs are working
to promote cultural understanding and
tolerance. They are providing access to
materials from different cultures. It is
found that they are helping people to
learn about and appreciate the diversity
of human experience (Mandl & Ramiresa,
2022). In Nepal, where the literacy rate is
still relatively low, public and community
libraries can play a vital role in promoting
literacy and lifelong learning. They are
provided access to books, magazines,
newspapers, and other resources that help
people to learn new skills and knowledge.
They can also provide a space for people to
come together and share their ideas.

According to IFLA (2001) the public library
plays a crucial role in fostering cultural and
artistic development within the community
and contributing to its cultural identity. This
is achieved through collaborative efforts
with local and regional organizations,
offering space for cultural activities,
organizing cultural programs, and ensuring
representation of cultural interests in the
library's materials. The library contribution
should encompass the diverse range of
cultures present in the community. This
includes providing materialsinthelanguages
spoken and read locally, as well as supporting
and preserving cultural traditions. By doing
so, the public library becomes a dynamic
hub that actively promotes and celebrates
the cultural richness of the community
it serves. It indicates the significance of
cultural development in the context of PCLs



is multifaceted and plays a crucial role in
shaping vibrant and inclusive communities.
Cultural development in PCLs holds the
following key importance.

e PCLs serve as guardians of a community
cultural heritage, safeguarding
traditional arts, literature, languages,
and customs. They preserve and
promote indigenous knowledge and
practices, ensuring that valuable aspects
of a community identity and history are
passed down to future generations.

e (Cultural development initiatives in
PCLs celebrate diversity and encourage
inclusivity. They provide a platform for
various cultural expressions, allowing
people from different backgrounds

to share their traditions, stories,
and perspectives, fostering mutual
understanding and respect among

community members.

e (ultural programs and activities in
PCLs promote lifelong learning by
engaging individuals of all ages in
exploring different cultures, histories,
and artistic expressions. They inspire
curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking,
enriching the learning experiences of
library users.

e PCLs become dynamic centers for
community  engagement  through
cultural events, workshops, and
exhibitions. These activities bring people
together, strengthening social bonds,
and nurturing a sense of belonging and
shared identity among residents.

e (Cultural development in PCLs offers
informal educational opportunities
beyond the classroom. Through
exposure to diverse cultural resources,
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individuals gain knowledge, skills,
and confidence, empowering them to
contribute positively to society.

e PCLs support local artists, writers, and
cultural organizations by providing a
platform to showcase their work. They
stimulate creativity and nurture talent,
contributing to the flourishing of the arts
and literature within the community.

e By preserving cultural heritage and
promoting  contemporary  cultural
expressions, PCLs bridge the gap
between the past and the future. They
create a continuum of cultural traditions,
shaping a collective identity that evolves
over time.

PCLs as Cultural Hubs

Public and Community Libraries (PCLs) play
a pivotal role in serving as lively cultural
hubs within communities. They fulfill
multifaceted functions that contribute to
the enrichment and preservation of cultural
heritage while fostering a sense of unity
and appreciation among diverse groups.
Primarily, PCLs serve as inclusive gathering
spaces where individuals from varied
backgrounds converge. These libraries
create an environment conducive to cultural
exchange and mutual understanding,
nurturing connections among community
members. Through this interaction, a
tapestry of cultural perspectives is linked,
promoting harmony and diversity (UNESCO,
2012).

A fundamental aspect of PCLs role is the
preservation of cultural heritage. These
institutions become custodians of tradition
by amassing and safeguarding a repository
of cultural artifacts, literature, and oral
traditions. By showcasing these treasures,
PCLs enable present and future generations



to connect with their roots and understand
the evolution of their cultural identity.
Cultural education is another pivotal
function of PCLs. They serve as gateways
to a wealth of cultural resources and
information. By granting access to a myriad
of materials, PCLs foster cultural literacy
(D'Aniello, 1989) and comprehension within
the community. This dissemination of
knowledge nurtures an informed citizenry,
enhancing appreciation for cultural nuances.

PCLs extend their influence into the area

of lifelong learning. Through cultural
workshops, lectures, and programs,
they provide continuous opportunities

for individuals to delve deeper into
their cultural heritage. These enriching
experiences not only expand knowledge
but also empower individuals to actively
participate in their cultural community
(Koontz & Gubbin, 2010). A distinctive
attribute of PCLs is their role as platforms for
local talent. By providing spaces for artists,
writers, and cultural groups to exhibit their
creations, PCLs stimulate creativity and
skill development (Audunson, 2005). This
spotlight on local talent bolsters cultural
expression and fosters a sense of pride
within the community.

Collaboration emerges as a potent
force in PCLs' cultural initiatives. These
libraries forge partnerships with cultural
practitioners to conceive and execute
joint projects. These endeavors celebrate
and amplify cultural expressions, serving
as catalysts for dialogue and collective
identity. Through mentorship programs,
cultural experts guide aspiring artists and
writers, nurturing the continuity of cultural
traditions. This passing of the torch ensures
the evolution of cultural practices while
cultivating a sense of belonging. Cultural

vitality comesalive through events organized
by PCLs. Cultural festivals, music concerts,
dance performances, and storytelling
sessions create avenues for communal
celebration (Neuman et al, 2008). These
events not only showcase cultural diversity
but also strengthen social bonds.

The dynamic engagement continues through
cultural workshops hosted by PCLs. By
facilitating hands-on learning experiences in
traditional arts, crafts, and cultural practices,
these libraries empower individuals to
actively partake in their cultural heritage.
Cultural exhibitions curated by PCLs provide
a tangible link to the past. Through artifacts,
artwork, and literature, these exhibitions
invite the community to engage with their
cultural legacy. This immersive experience
fosters a profound connection with ancestral
traditions (Elbeshausen & Skov, 2004).

In essence, PCLs transcend their traditional
role to become cultural epicenters. Through
collaboration, education, and celebration,
they stand as beacons that illuminate the
rich tapestry of cultures within a community.

Innovative Practices for Cultural

Development

Digital heritage archives of Madan Puraskar
Pustakalaya (MPP) is the great initiation
from a library in Nepal. The recent post of
Australian Embassy revels it important:

“Archives provide an invaluable,
comprehensive account of the national
experience by documenting historical
events and social customs in visual,
written or audio formats. Archival material
enhances people's understanding of
themselves and their pasts. I saw this at
work during a recent visit to the significant
collections preserved at MPP. Australian is



proud to have partnered MPP in its efforts to
establish and expand its digital collection of
Nepal history, making Nepal's past available
to researchers and others who are curious
to know the country better”.

Likewise, local level there are a lot of
programs are conducting to digital heritage
archives like:

The Asha Archive documentation of the
manuscripts

The archive houses numerous valuable
assortments of materials, including palm
leaf manuscripts, loose leaf “pothi” texts,
and folded manuscripts. The collection
encompasses over 6,700 manuscripts and
approximately 1100 palm leaf documents
pertaining to land grants. These manuscripts
encompass a diverse array of subjects and
styles, composed in various languages and
scripts. Additionally, a smaller assemblage
is dedicated to materials on Nepal in English
and other languages, serving as a valuable
resource for cultural and heritage studies
centered around the Nepal Valley (Sapkota,
2021).

Create digital heritage archives in PCLs to
preserve and showcase historical artifacts,
rare manuscripts, traditional music, and folk
art. Utilize modern technologies like virtual
reality to offer immersive experiences of
cultural heritage to library users.

Facilitate cultural exchange programs
between communities, regions, and even
countries through PCLs. This could involve
hosting cultural festivals, art exhibitions, and
interactive sessions where diverse cultural
groups can share their traditions and learn
from one another. Like PCLs libraries are
stated to host such programs.

Cultural and Professional Exchanges
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Programs by Pokhara Public Library (PPL)
with American Corner Pokhara

The Indian Embassy donated books to 50
libraries and educational institutions on the
occasion of India's Republic Day

Visit of American Ambassador to the Lo
Manthang Community Library and enjoyed
meeting with young people there and
donated books

Cultural Grant Aid from Japan: Supply
of Micrographic Equipment to the Nepal
National Library (1999)

Storytelling and Oral History of Community

PCL of Nepal has been organizing the
programs like:

Reading and Storytelling Sessions of PPL

JaEen  Watver (Talk to Youth) by
Pokhara Public library

Grandparents Story My Picture (GSMP)
Program by Godawari Community library
Resource Center and some other libraryes.

By organizing storytelling sessions and
oral history projects in collaboration with
local elders and community members. This
will help preserve traditional narratives,
folklore, and historical accounts, fostering a
sense of cultural continuity.

Cultural Competitions and Contests

PCL of Nepal has been organizing the
programs like:

PPL organized a dance competition and
workshop

Junabeshi Community Library and Resource
Center Won the Sherpa Dance (Shyaptho)
Competition

Godavari CLRC  Organized  Literary
Consultation and Writing Program was
organized on the occasion of 201 Bhanu



Jayanti.

Organize cultural competitions and contests
in various art forms like painting, writing,
poetry, and dance. This will encourage
creative expression and talent development
within the community.

Cultural Heritage Workshops and Tours

Some PCL of Nepal has been organizing the
programs like:

Red Cross team of Baitadi observed the
study of Deukhuri CLRC Workshop on Youth
Engagement Campaign of TNL

Conduct workshops on traditional arts
and crafts, music, dance, and other
cultural practices. This will provide hands-
on learning experiences and empower
individuals to carry forward -cultural
traditions. For example:

Pilgrimage visit to Devghat Public Library

First Community and Public
Conference Organized by MoEST

Library

Province One Level Library Conference by
Sangam Community Library

Collaborate with local tourism authorities to
develop cultural heritage tours that include
visits to historical sites, museums, and
PCLs. This will boost cultural tourism and
highlight the value of PCLs in preserving
cultural heritage.

Cultural Storytimes for Children Some
program of PCLs of Nepal as:

FUEET  TUT HIAVEE:  SOET A
Storytelling and (Kamishivai) paper theater
program]| By Junbeshi Community Library

TEE AT G Yal T arem Rt (Nationwide
Sanskrit Shlok Recitation Competition) by
Devghat Public Library

ygft @@w (Dictation Writing) by Moti
Community Library

Host cultural storytimes for children, where
traditional tales and folktales are read aloud,
accompanied by activities like art and craft
based on the stories. This will instill cultural
pride and curiosity among young learners.

Cultural Mentorship Programs

Programs like the mentorship program
initiation of Sangam Pustakalya ¥a
Y TR A feea gdieT TunT Tewadars
faTe et siE@ (A campaign to develop the
library as a place to learn good practices and
culture)

Books from Nepal Heritage Association was
gifted to Sangam Community Library

FEARTYUT STFHAT HEHA (Plantation campaign
program) By Moti Community Library.

Yoya Class from TNL

Traditional and modern Music Class from
Godawari CLRC

Initiate cultural mentorship programs where
local cultural practitioners collaborate with
aspiring artists, writers, and performers.
This will encourage artistic growth and
promote the transmission of cultural
knowledge. [This study has utilized these
programs as samples, related initiatives
being conducted by PCLs all over the nation.]

Challenges of PCLs in
Development Efforts

Cultural

Community libraries in Nepal, face a range
of challenges in their efforts to contribute
to cultural development. Lal (2018) studies
on the role of public libraries in socio-
cultural development in rural areas in
India that are familiar with the PCLs of
Nepal. The challenge revolves around the



limited collection of cultural materials. PCLs
often struggle with insufficient access to a
diverse range of cultural materials in Nepali
communities. This limitation restricts
their capacity to adequately preserve and
promote the unique cultural heritage of
different regions and communities within
Nepal. The lack of comprehensive resources
can hinder the libraries' ability to create
meaningful cultural experiences for their
users.

PCLs struggle with a lack of positive
public perception. Some members of the
community may not fully recognize the
value and potential that these libraries hold
as cultural hubs. This lack of awareness
and understanding diminishes community
engagement and participation in the
libraries.

Financial constraints are another the
challenges faced by PCLs in cultural
development.  Limited funding and

resources make it difficult for these libraries
to execute comprehensive cultural programs
and activities. Without adequate financial
support, their efforts to enrich and promote
local culture are curtailed.

Next one 1is, inadequate technological
infrastructure also hampers PCLs' activities.
The absence of modern technology and
digitization tools makes it challenging for
these libraries to curate and present cultural
resources in innovative and engaging
ways. This technological gap can hinder
their ability to effectively connect with
the younger generation and utilize digital
platforms for cultural outreach.

A shortage of trained staff poses yet another
challenge for PCLs (Niraula, 2017). Many
of these libraries lack personnel who
possess the necessary expertise in cultural
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preservation and development. This
deficiency impedes the implementation of
impactful cultural initiatives and prevents
the libraries from fully realizing their
potential as cultural hubs.

Additionally, outreach challenges also a
significant obstacle in Nepali communities.
PCLs often find it difficult to reach
marginalized and remote communities. This
resultsinlimited awarenessand involvement
in the cultural development activities
offered by these libraries. Overcoming
these challenges is crucial for PCLs to fulfill
their role in preserving and promoting the
rich cultural heritage of Nepal. Likewise,
language barrier is also one of the significant
hurdle encounter difficulties in offering
cultural resources and programs in various
local languages, which limits their ability to
effectively engage with diverse communities
and share cultural knowledge. This barrier
creates a gap between the libraries and the
communities they aim to serve.

Ways to Enhance Cultural Development
through PCLs

To diversify cultural programming, PCLs
should regularly host a variety of cultural
events, workshops, and exhibitions. These
gatherings should showcase the local arts,
crafts, literature, and performing arts. It
creates opportunities for the community to
engage and develop a deeper appreciation
for diverse cultural expressions.

PCLs should prioritize the collection and
preservation of materials in the languages
spoken within the community. This
approach not only honors cultural diversity
but also ensures that resources are inclusive
and resonate with a wider audience, thereby
strengthening cultural bonds.



Capacity building is crucial. PCLs should
provide comprehensive training for both
library staff and community members. This
training should cover cultural preservation,
event management, and effective community
outreach (Niraula, 2017). Equipped with
these skills, staff can curate culturally
relevant programs and establish meaningful
connections with the community.

Strengthening partnerships is a key strategy.
PCLs should actively foster collaborations
with local cultural organizations,
educational institutions, and community
groups (Shrestha, & Krolak, 2015). These
partnerships facilitate the exchange of
resources and expertise, enabling the
development of impactful cultural initiatives
that draw on the strengths of various
stakeholders.

Utilizing technology is a modern
authoritative. PCLs should embrace digital
tools to digitize cultural resources, establish
digital archives, and offer online access to
materials. By doing so, cultural content can
transcend physical boundaries, reaching a
broader audience and ensuring that cultural
heritage remains accessible and relevant in
the digital age.

Summary

Public and community libraries hold a vital
role in driving the cultural development

of Nepal, contributing to the promotion
of cultural identity, understanding, and
tolerance. They also act as catalysts for
improved literacy and lifelong learning.
The cultural development initiatives within
these libraries weave a rich tapestry of
cultural expressions, instilling a profound
sense of pride in heritage and fostering
mutual appreciation for diverse cultures.
Through this, they become dynamicagents of
positive societal transformation, enhancing
community life and growth. By preserving
and celebrating cultural heritage, PCL
become vibrant cultural hubs that cultivate
unity, identity, and a sense of belonging
among community members. Their
endeavors amplify the value of diversity,
promote inclusivity, and elevate cultural

expressions, creating an environment
where differences are cherished, and
cultural  tapestries  interwoven. By

embracing innovative practices, integrating
technology, and engaging the community,
these libraries ensure the relevance and
preservation of cultural traditions for
future generations. Nepal's journey towards
cultural enrichment and unity is further
enhanced through the implementation of
these recommendations, strengthening the
impact of cultural development within PCL
and fostering a collective sense of pride in
the nation's diverse heritage.
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Background of the study

An information revolution is a central
and comprehensive transformation
in the way knowledge or intellect is
generated, communicated, and received.
The information revolution has brought
a dramatic change globally. It has
transformed our lives. Globalization in the
field of information and the application of
modern technological tools has changed
the system of information creation, process,
dissemination, preservation, and retrieval.
Which also helps to create a new global
economy. According to Tipnis (2014), the
current global economy is possible because
they are 'powered by technology, fueled
by information and driven by knowledge'
because distance, geography, and national
and international borders matter far less in
comparison to previous decades.

Information Technology (IT) together with
theintegrationof CommunicationTechnology
has brought unprecedented changes in
the way now people are communicating
their messages with the world. The use of
Information Communication Technology
(ICT) is widespread and has become an
indispensable tool for the effective and
efficient performance of an individual and
any institution. Among various professions

and job variations, one of the most affected
professions with the advent and application
of ICT in this era is that of librarianship
(Hull, 1997).

“Libraryisthe center of collected information
resources in various forms and formats,
i.e. printed, non-printed, digital, graphical,
pictorial, audio/video, etc. those sources are
collected, organized and made accessible
for users to fulfill their information need”
(Webster's Dictionary). A Librarian is
a professional who facilitates access to
information and resources within a library.
They cure the collections, organize them,
develop educational programs, manage
databases, provide access to information,
deliver social and information literacy
programs with teaching responsibilities,
and oversee all the library's activities to
fulfill users' needs. Their role is dedicated to
support learning, research, and exploration
for library members (Wheeler & McKinney,
2015).

Librarians are fundamentally associated
and directly linked with information. In
the past, library collections consisted of
manuscripts, and printed materials like
books, periodicals, theses, etc. But now
in the ICT era, it appears in a variety of
forms like audio/video, e-resources, and
databases with multimedia applications and
advantages. The library's administrative
activities are  transferred = manually
to automation for the organizational
procedures of the information resources.
Housekeeping operations of the library
are also automated. This enables readers
to access bibliographic as well as full-text
information of library resources easily.
With the help of those systems, users



are not even required to visit the library
physically. Readers can access the library
resources from their place by using their
own devices, i.e. remote access facility (Batt,
2017). As a conjoining part of the coin, it
also provides both an opportunity and a
challenge to libraries and librarians. On the
one hand, easy access to more information
saves time and effort for the users, no
physical boundary, emphasis on selection
rather than collection, etc. because the
information is available in electronic form,
most importantly saving space and time. On
the other hand, most of the stakeholders
of the information industry; publishers,
distributors, software developers, online
information service provider, and other
businesses are offering various schemes
and facilities which seems less durable,
unwanted, incompatible, business and
profit-oriented services (Sampler, 1998).

Five Laws of Library Science and ICT

The five laws of library science were devised
by Dr. S. R. Ranganathan and published
in book form in 1931 A.D. (Ranganathan,
1931) to address the problems of that time
regarding the access and use of information
and make them accessible to all. Now most
libraries are applying and remained are
planning to apply digital technologies and
incorporate them into their services, it
becomes necessary to critically analyze
the relevancy and effectiveness of the Five
Laws of Library Science to accommodate
users' evolving needs and expectations
with the outstanding revolution in modern-
age libraries. Undoubtedly, it seems these
laws are still griping the same relevancy
even today. They are equally applicable
and appropriate to date even after
multidimensional development in different
aspects of the library collections, services,
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facilities, and their improvement with the
application of modern technologies in
housekeeping operations of the library with
multimedia acceptance format. The five
laws of library science are;

1. Books are for use

2. Every reader his/her book

3. Every book its reader

4. Save the time of the user

5. Library is a growing organism

These laws appear very clearly and shortly
but they have profound meaning and are
tested widely with the changes in time.
These Five Laws of Library Science are
applicable and appropriate to all the
aspects of library Science, i.e. services,
activities, functions, rules and regulations,
administration, etc. These laws are so
dynamic and comprehensive that they had
made an impact on almost every facet of
Library Science. Each library has a mission or
objectives for its existence. Ranganathan's
Five Laws are treated as guiding principles
and foundations to fulfill the objectives of the
libraries for their entire development and
enhancement of librarianship to improve
the quality of library services and to fulfill
users' satisfaction towards the library (Ali
etal, 2022). He was a visionary personality.
Later, in his career, he realized the changing
nature of librarianship & changed his laws
according to the changing dimension of the
information world. In his revised version of
five laws, he replaced the word 'Book’ with
'Document’. In today's ICT age, books as a
document are replaced by and published
in many different forms and formats of
information sources. Therefore, these laws
are also found further modified time and
again, and the term 'Book' was replaced.
Here, in this article, we will discuss the
implications of these laws in today's ICT-
enabled library environment (Vaja, 2019).



First Law: Books are for use

Information collected in the libraries
is themselves an artificial entity or an
instrumental. Librarians or information
professionals are there to make them
communicable to the desired users. Various
tools and techniques are found applied to
ensure the maximum use and access of the
organized collections. The library's strength,
prestige, and ranking wholly depend
upon its effective and extensive use of the
collections. To ensure that the collections
are used maximally, the selection procedure
should be based on the current and potential
requirements of the users.

The first law emphasizes the effective
access and maximum use of the library
collections. In this information revolution
age, information has easily reached the user
with the application of ICT. Libraries are
offering various services and functions to
the user, to eliminate the time gap between
users and their documents for the right
communication. For it, various kinds of
mediums and means are invented and
applied. They are;

e Library automation, enables the
maintenance of bibliographic data and
sharing of Online Public Acess Catalogue
(OPAQ) .

e Openaccess facilities to their e-contents,
i.e. journals, theses, full-text databases,
e-books, etc.

e Webpages of the library to announce
their current and upcoming activities.

¢ Information services like indexing,
abstracting, referral services, and
awareness services in a web-based
system.

e Digitation of the preserved literature,

helps to preserve the resources, and
also the same resource can be used by
multiple readers at the same time. These
kinds of facilities help to increase the use
of the collections and solve the problem
of the space within the library.

Second Law: Every reader his/her book

Library as a social institution, aimed to
satisfy and empower the users. The library
should promote and advertise its services
and activities broadly to attract a wide range
of users. To provide the right information to
the right user at the right time, the library
has to do a user study first to know the users'
nature well enough to acquire the right
information for them. The collection should
meet the special interest of an individual as
well as the community. This kind of practice
also encourages the use of the library
collection. For it, libraries of the community
need to pay attention to the development
of integrated library systems, planning
of library services, and enhancement of
existing collections.

To satisfy this law in a wider range, libraries
need to follow the same form and format for
cooperation, which eliminates the problem
of resource gap. For it, the application of
ICT is only one of the best solutions. Various
services like interlibrary loans, library
networking, library consortia, etc. can be
performed easily. ICT environment allows
easy surveys for the user study, hosting
user orientation, sending notifications, and
emails, placing the order on demand, and
providing library services according to the
requirements of the users individually.

Third Law: Every book its reader

In this information revolution period, the
collection doesn't matter as the selection



matters for the users. Acquisition librarians
must need to ensure that each item acquired
in the library should have an individual who
would find the item useful. The investment
in any information without its proper reader
is a waste of our investment. To facilitate the
users, to access their information, the library
has applied various tools and techniques;
classification, cataloging, shelving, indexing,
abstracting, maintaining a bibliographic
database, awareness services, OPAC, etc.
helps in the context of the third law. User
orientation, advisory services, self-guide,
and library guide services are meant to
address this law properly.

This third law is complimentary to the
first law and reciprocal to the second law.
To procure all the information needed by
the user, the economical resource become
impossible and insufficient for all libraries.
The prices of the information resources, and
essential infrastructures like, computers,
internet, broadband, server, etc. also
require a huge budget. So, with the limited
expenditure ratio, we can provide library
services on demand with the help of ICT.
Resource sharing, library networking,
integrated library cooperation, etc. can be
a solution for this. Marketing of resources
through orientation, pop-up windows,
broachers, library virtual tours, etc. can
be performed in an ICT environment.
Web-based services like email, RSS Feeds,
networking, OPAC, free accessible databases,
and alerting services can be performed,
similarly community-based services, in the
field of education, health, employment, etc.
are also able to provide different schemes
through the library.

Fourth Law: Save the time of the user
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Time is precious for all, to achieve the
desired goals. This law emphasizes the
effectiveness of service delivery through
motivated and competent professionals.
The generation of the information and the
communication period with the user should
be excluded. Systematic organization,
user education, advisory services, etc. are
well-known methods to save the time of
the readers. Timely information always
reduces uncertainty and many lose. They
are essential for planning, decision-making,
increase productivity, research, and so on.

Modern libraries, with the integration of ICT,
in all the operations of the library to provide
a wider range of access to information at the
right time are the best methods to save the
time of the users. Library in Web excludes
the physical appearance of the library and
its users. Users can retrieve the needed
information from their place by using their
own devices at any time. Its application
allows multiple access points for the same
information, which helps to save the time
of the information seeker and provider. The
true concept of a Global village always offers
timely information to global users. There
are no time and geographical boundaries
to access the information. The application
of ICT is a widely accepted solution to save
the time of information users. So, we can say,
a machine with perfect human touch can
deliver the information on time.

Fifth Law: Library is a growing organism

To cope with the change of time, everything
should be changeable and flexible. Library
and librarians mustbe dynamic to handle the
overflow of the information being created.
To survive and provide lively services to the
community internal and external changes in
the library are a must. A library established



in the present is not expected to remain the
same in the future. The number and nature
of the users, skills, and number of staff, the
nature, forms, and format of the information
resources, the increasing number of new
subjects in the knowledge world, the
architecture of the library building, interior
design, etc. So, the most significant aspect of
the library is 'it is a growing organism'.

The library as a growing organism cannot
be more evident than now because of the
implication of ICT in all aspects of the
library. Libraries of today are providing
various information services regarding the
social, economic, political, etc. issues of
the community. Libraries provide lifelong
learning opportunities, regulate literacy
enhancement programs, develop informed
citizens, develop critical thinking capacity,
creative imagination and production as
literacy products, group and individual
research involvement, and most importantly

empowerment for the independency of each
individual. ICT has widened the scope of
libraries. With the presence of e-resources
and the networking system, the concept of
libraries without walls has become possible.

Conclusion

Information revolution pressurized to
transfer the libraries from storehouses
to information centers. With this
transformation, the responsibility, skill, and
way of doing of library professionals have
also changed. The 'Five Laws of Library
Science' devised by S. R. Ranganathan
during the early 20th century, lay down
the fundamental basis for the library
professional to ensure their path as a
principle. But the reliability of these laws
remains the same in this ICT era too. These
Five laws as five directives, embodying the
balance between every aspect and activities
of the libraries. ICT with the integration
of these laws permeated a new life into

librarianship and changed it into a scientific approach-based library system.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate
users' attitudes toward the Curriculum
Development Centre (CDC) digital library
services and resources. The primary goal
of this study is to analyze how users judge
the CDC digital library system, as well as to
evaluate its level of accessibility and user-
friendliness. A secondary objective was to
identify and highlight the difficulties and
obstacles encountered while using the CDC
digital library system.

The descriptive and explanatory research
design has been followed. The entire CDC
digital library's analytical reports for the
time period (January 2015 to January-
September 2022) were observed and
analyzed. These reports were produced
automatically by the CDC digital library
system. The transaction report analysis was
used to collect quantitative data from the
CDC digital library users.

The result of the study indicated that
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during COVID19, there was an enormous
rise in the number of downloads and views
of resources from the CDC digital library
system. Over the period of eight years,
the daily average numbers of users that
downloaded and visited resources from the
CDC digital library significantly increased
as well. The data analysis revealed a high
level of usefulness and utilization of the CDC
digital library systems by users.

Keywords: Digital libraries, Perception, User
studies, Usefulness

Background

Human beings are continuously searching
the techniques and procedure for retrieving
and accessing all the records of human
intellectuals which are appeared anywhere.
Libraries are always being social institutions.
Traditional libraries, on the other hand,
confined access to public knowledge and
information to individuals who could travel
to the actual location of the library or get the
materials through interlibrary loan.

It has always been challenging for library
professionals to retrieve and offer remote
users with access to library collections.
For many years, libraries have functioned
as a document storehouse, acquiring,
categorizing, cataloguing, and disseminating
books, journals, and other resources to its
patrons.

Due to the application of information and
communication technologies (ICTs) in the
management of library activities, human
beings have developed the new innovation
for information and library professionals to
select, acquire, organize and disseminate



digital resources easily, quickly, effectively
and efficiently to the remote users. The
advancement of ICT has transformed the
definition of library as physical artifacts
or warehouse to digital library as a library
without wall.

The Association of Research Libraries (ARL)
has recognized the following common
characteristics or qualities in various
definitions of a digital library:

¢ the digital library is not a single entity;

o the digital library requires networking
technology to connect many entities;

e universal access to digital resources and
information services is a goal.

1.1 CDC Digital Library

The CDC is developing a variety of
documents, including school textbooks,
school level curricula, teachers' learning
materials, children reference materials,
reports, audio-visual learning resources, as
well as research reports, journals articles
etc. The digital library system should be
essential to identify, select, organize, keep
online and preserve this knowledge.

The CDC digital library is an important
achievement for accomplishing this task.
After then the CDC decided to develop a
digital library as the institutional repository
with accumulating its publications which
are the born-digital resources in 2012
A.D. It is developed using ResourceSpace,
Open-Source Digital Asset Management
Software. Its structure is planned on the
ResourceSpace principles of communities,
sub-communities, collections and items
and digital resources are integrated with
the bibliographic database created using
PMB (PhpMyBibli). It has been starting to
convert some selective and rare materials

(textbooks, curricula, children literature
etc.) from print to electronic form by
scanning to its collections (Rai, 2074).

Currently, the CDC digital library system
contains over 10000 different types of digital
resources including such text, audio, video,
photos, and so on. After developing the
digital repository as the digital library, CDC
has stopped disseminating its publications
in printed formats except for textbooks.
The CDC digital library offers open access
to all available resources. The library can
be accessed through the library web-link
http://202.45.146.138/catalog/opac_
css/ within 24 (twenty-four) hours from
anywhere.

2. Objectives of Study

The basic objective of this study is to
investigate how users perceive the CDC
digital library system. The study also focused
on the following objectives, which include:

¢ To examine the level of the accessibility
and user-friendly of users with the
digital collections and services of the
CDC digital library,

e To explore the level of users' satisfaction
with the CDC digital library,

e To identify the barriers and obstacles
encountered while using the CDC digital
library system and,

e To explore the innovative system and
service for CDC library system.

Review of Literature
3.1 Definition of Digital Library

Retrieve and access to information resources
are available in the digital library are for all
in the time and anywhere. Consequently,
digital libraries have increasingly become
a gateway for users to retrieve and access



library resources and services, thus
significantly impacting the way people seek
and gather information they need (Liu &
Lou, 2011).

Digital library can have two types of
information sources viz primary and
secondary sources. The primary sources
include internal publications of an
organization and the secondary sources
include bibliographic information of library
holdings in the form of Online Public Access
Catalogue (OPAC) and heterogeneous online
databases. These collections must be well-
organized and seamlessly combined in
order to make information access more
effective and efficient ways (Sankaranpillai
& Ganesan, 2010).

The digital library is an online database of
texts, still images, audio, video and other
documents in digital media formats. In
addition to storage, digital library allows
for organizing, searching and retrieving
the contents via computer and network.
Institutional Repositories (IR) archives and
digital library are needs of present scenario
(Sharma& Chauhan, 2019).

Research Studies on Users' Perception on
Digital Library

Keng et al. (1999) examined the impact
of digital libraries on search and retrieval
tasks, recommending ongoing studies to
enhance their usefulness and user needs for
future usage.

Jen (2005) studied usability evaluation
in academic digital libraries, examining
efficiency, effectiveness, satisfaction, and
learn ability's interaction and connection.

Tammaro (2008) surveyed users on their
perceptions of digital library services,
comparing three humanistic cultural
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organizations to the National Central
Library of Florence. Results showed a
favorable attitude towards digital libraries,
but users often lack knowledge about usage
and available services.

Sheeja (2010) studied data from 225 Cohcin
University of Science and Technology
(CUSAT) digital library users, finding that
89% of students are active in responding to
information, while 21 are not. Most students
prefer digital formats and are satisfied with
library features and functionality.

Matusiak (2012) examined the use of
digital library resources in undergraduate
classrooms and faculty and students'
perspectives. Results showed students
and staff primarily use academic digital
libraries for textual materials, but turn to
the open Web for visual and multimedia
resources. Further research is needed to
understand user perceptions and adoption
of educational digital libraries.

Dang and Felix's 2019 survey found that
continuous training for users on the Federal
University Dutsinma Library's digital library
is crucial for effective use and satisfaction.

4. Methodology

The study  employed quantitative
methodology was used to explore the
perceptions of users toward the CDC digital
library. The descriptive and explanatory
research design has been followed. The data
were collected by studying eight years of
reports of downloaded and viewed from the
CDC digital library. To obtain the objectives
of this research study, detailed analytical
reports from January 2015 to January-
September 2022 of the CDC digital library
system were also studied. In this study the
most of the data were primary sources. Data



were also accumulated from the observation
of the CDC digital library system's analytical
reports that were generated automatically.

5. Data Analysis and Discussion

In this regard, all raw data collected were
tabulated, classified, and analyzed. Then
they were categorized in various forms
based on their need and nature, which
were expressed and calculated numerically.
For the presentation of collected data and
information, both descriptive and analytical
methods were used in this study. Tables were

used to present and analyze the collected
analytical data or report.

These CDC digital library system analytical
reports are presented on a year-by-year
basis. The researcher observed and analyzed
the entire CDC digital library system for this
purpose, and produced analytical reports
based on the time period (January 2015 to
January-September 2022) generated by the
system's automatic process. The analytic
reports from the CDC digital library system
are presented in the following table:

Table 1: Observation of the Analytical Report of CDC Digital Library System

Date Resources Daily Resources Daily
Downloaded Downloaded Viewed Viewed

2015 (January-December) 1,10,690 303.3 2,72,649 747.0
2016 (January-December) 67,849 192.8 3,11,683 878.0
2017 (January-December) 1,77,661 486.7 3,46,623 949.7
2018 (January-December) 5,22,275 1,446.7 7,48,691 | 2149.8
2019 (January-December) 4,53,530 1,242.5 19,36,971 | 5,306.8
2020 (January-December) 36,94,236 10,205.1 23,08,987 | 6,360.8
2021 (January-December) 11,08,040 3,035.7 1732936 | 4,747.8
2022 (January-September ) 6,68,374 2,652.3 15,13,522 | 5,958.7

Source: Analytical Report of CDC digital library system

The above analytical reports were collected
using the CDC digital library systems which
were maintained on the Digital Assets
Management Software (DAMS) of Resource
Space.

The above CDCdigitallibrary analytical study
revealed that the number of downloads and
views of resources has gone up and down
over the last eight years. The numbers of
knowledge materials download and views
from the CDC digital library was limited
in 2016, but the number of information
materials steadily

was increased in

subsequent years.

The number of downloads and views of
resources from the CDC digital library system
increased dramatically during COVID19. It
can be concluded that during the Lockdown,
when there were no physical classes, the
CDC digital library was efficiently and
successfully used by teachers and students.
As a result, the CDC digital library was in
high demand during the Lockdown period,
when no physical classes were held.

Finding and Conclusions

Based on the analysis of data collected from
CDC digital library users, the findings of this



research can be summarized as follows:

The researcher observed and analyzed the
entire CDC digital library system to obtain
the users perception toward the CDC digital
library, and produced analytical reports
based on the time period (January 2015 to
January-September 2022) generated by the
system's automatic process.

This study revealed that the number of
downloads and views of resources has gone
up and down over the last eight years.

The number of knowledge materials in the
CDC digital library was limited in 2016, but
the number of information materials was
steadily increased in subsequent years.

The number of downloads and views of
resources from the CDC digital library
system increased dramatically during
COVID19. It can be showed that during the
Lockdown, when there were no physical
classes, the CDC digital library was efficiently
and successfully used by users.

It can be argued that the CDC digital library
is extremely useful and remarkable for
users.

It can also be noted that users have a

favorable attitude regarding the CDC digital
library.
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Abstract

Some Libraries in Nepal have started
automation of library using open source
integrated software viz. KOHA, PMB etc. This
study is conducted in major 15 libraries of
Nepal which have been using KOHA ILS for
the automation of the library housekeeping
operations. It is found that KOHA ILS is
preferred by the librarians. Most of the
librarians are satisfied with KOHA ILS.
However because of the lack of technical
knowledge adequacy the full-fledged use of
it not achieved yet.

Key words. Library Automation, KOHA ILS,
Nepalese Libraries

1. Introduction

Libraries have transitioned over the past 20
years from their old manual management
system to an integrated library system. Open
source software has recently emerged as the
best substitute for all kinds of libraries in
developing nations like Nepal. Since anyone
can inspect, fix, or improve the program
code, it is available for all to use (Fitzgerald,
2006). With the introduction of new sets of
integrated library systems, the open source
software movement has reached the library
and information center. KOHA is currently
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used by a large number of libraries in Nepal
to manage library operations. This has been
going on for a while. However, little work
has been done by library and information
science (LIS) researchers to examine and
assess the software performance from the
point of view of users since the introduction
and adoption of KOHA in Nepalese libraries.
Since  KOHA was lately introduced to
libraries in Nepal, it has become increasingly
rare to find research that examines how
libraries use KOHA and assesses whether
it is effective library software for managing
library materials.

2. Statement of the Problem

Few Libraries in Nepal have started
management of library using open source
integrated software viz. KOHA, PMB etc.
However the full-fledged features of such
software is still not been used. The extent to
which a KOHA can be used by specified users
to achieve specified goals with effectiveness,
efficiency and satisfaction in a specified
context of use is not gained. Itis in the light of
this gap, that this study endeavor to conduct
an assessment of the use of KOHA library
software among some selected libraries
in Nepal. The problem towards which this
study is directed is to find the answers to the
following research question:

e What is the status of use of KOHA in
Nepal ?

e What are the usability issues of KOHA
ILS?

e How well the user's expectations are
achieved by the KOHA ILS system?



3. Objective of the study

¢ The objectives of this study are:

e To find out the status of use of KOHA
ILS in Nepal.

¢ To find out the usability issues of KOHA
ILS.

¢ To find out the users' prospects on KOHA
ILS.

4. Limitation of the study

KOHA ILS has been implemented in some
of the main libraries in Nepal. This study
is limited to the usability of KOHA ILS
only 11 big libraries of Nepal which have
implemented KOHA ILS. The intended
target groups include KOHA ILS developers,
librarians, researchers, faculty and users of
LIS. This study, however, is confined to users
and professional librarians of those big
libraries in Nepal

5. Review of Literature

Mamoriya, (2021) states, by using library
automation software the work gets done
easily and quickly. Thereis no errorinlibrary
housekeeping operation and solve many
issues like stock verification, bibliography,
OPAC search operation easily by library
automation software. Open-source software
is Open bibliog. library management
software, KOHA, Avanti. Proprietary
software is e-Granthalaya, SOUL, TLSS, and
Libsys. By using any software handling
library housekeeping and administrative
work is very easy and reduces duplication.
Many modules are available in software for
library operation and each has its unique
quality by which the work can be done easily.

Qasim & Shah (2023) surveyed all the
university libraries of Faisalabad, the
library automation status showed that
all the university libraries were partially

automated, and KOHA software was used
for automation. The main reason behind the
usage of KOHA software was that it was
open source self-modified library software.

Qasim (2023) in his research found that,
Open-source software is one of the best
solutions for the automation of an academic
library, it also provides digital content
access to the library user anywhere with an
authorized login. In recent days it is found
that many academic and corporate libraries
implemented open-source software for its
operations. The open-source software is
very convenient to adopt and work on it.

The results of Akinbobola & Adeleke (2013)
imply that the KOHA software satisfies the
requirements of library staff and has the
capacity to do so effectively and efficiently.
They added that library staff members have
the skills and confidence to use computers
and function well with the KOHA software.

Research, on the usability of KOHA in
university libraries in Nigeria, conducted
by Akerele and Agunbiade (2020) assessed
the system's capabilities and graphical user
interface. They discovered that KOHA was
user-friendly and offered good functionality
for library patrons.

Similar to this, Shaik and Hussain's study
from 2021 in India assessed the usability of
the KOHA OPAC among library users and
found that while the system was generally
simple to use, there were still some areas
that required development to improve
usability.

A lot of research on free and open source
software for libraries phenomena has been
conducted in previous years. However, the
usability testing is a topic that is under
explored. Several writers have written



various books, articles and research papers
relating to usability of integrated library
system from general prospective. This paper
aims to explore the use of KOHA ILS in Nepal.

6. Research Methodology

The population frame of this study is all
the libraries using KOHA ILS in Nepal
The sample size is one each librarians
of 11 major libraries which have been
using KOHA ILS. So, the non-probability
purposive (convenient sampling) sampling
is used in this study. The analysis is based
on responses of questionnaire received
from the librarians which was distributed
via email. After questionnaire, the collected
data and information is organized in a
systematic order for analysis like editing,
coding, classification etc. The responses

are categorized, tabulated, processed and
analyzed.

7. Use of Koha ILS in Nepal

KOHA Open source integrated library system
is an amazing technological development
in library management system. The KOHA
community of developers for KOHA open
source integrated library system has been
providing strong support services. Use of
KOHA integrated library system in Nepal
is in its infancy. The use of KOHA ILS has
not passed even a decade. The some major
libraries in Nepal have been using KOHA
ILS for the automation. Most of the libraries
have maintained the OPAC to its users. The
following section will discuss about the use
statistics of KOHA ILS in Nepal.

S.N. Library OPAC
1 Trihuvan  University  Central | https://opac.tucl.edu.np/
Library
2 Nepali Army Central Library http://library.nepalarmy.mil.np
3 Kathmandu University Central | https://opac.ku.edu.np/
Library
4 Nepal Health Research Council https://opac.nhrc.gov.np/
5 Khopa Engineering College https://library.khec.edu.np/
6 Nepal National Library http://104.248.140.158/
7 Centarl Campus of Technology | http://202.45.146.37/cgi-bin/KOHA/opac-
Library library.pl
8 Martin Chautari Library http://107.170.225.98/
9 Lumbini Buddhist University | https://opac.lbu.edu.np/
Central Library
10 Federal Preliminary Library http://library.parliament.gov.np/
11 Social Science Baha Library https://library.soscbaha.org/cgi-
bin/KOHA/opac-library.pl
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Table 1: KOHA ILS OPAC in major libraries
of Nepal

8. Findings and Discussion

The following section discusses on the
findings on use of KOHA ILS.

8.1 Insight of Librarians on KOHA

The response shows that 80.15 percentages

of the respondents believe that Koha ILS
is customizable, almost same percentage
of the respondents has found KOHA ILS
easy for library housekeeping operations.
Similarly 76.35 of the librarians believe
that union catalogue facility is available in
KOHA ILS. This shows that majority of the
librarians believe that KOHA ILS is easy for
library housekeeping operations.

TABLE 2: Insight of Librarians on KOHA

Insight towards the use of KOHA Agree Disagree | Not Sure
Customizable 80.1% 9.0% 2.0%
Library Housekeeping operation is easy 80.4% 17.0% 3.6%
Union catalog facility is available 76.35% |5.9% 7.8%

8.2 Librarians Satisfaction with KOHA

The response shows that 96 percentages
of the respondents are satisfied with KOHA
ILS. Also, 93 percentages of the librarians

recommend the KOHA ILS to other librarians
and 95 percentages of the librarians prefer
KOHA ILS for the use. This indicates that the
librarians are satisfied with KOHA ILS.

Table 3: Librarians Satisfaction with KOHA

Satisfaction with KOHA software Agree | Disagree | Not Sure
Are you satisfied with using KOHA software 96% |2.0% 2.0%

Do you recommend the use of KOHA to other library ? {93% | 2% 5.0%

Do prefer other software to KOHA? 1% 85% 4%

8.3 The Ease of Use and User Affability of
KOHA

41.6 percentages of the respondents believe
that KOHA ILS can be modified to make
it work better however 47.4 percentages

disagree with the statement. Less than half
(43.1 percentage) of the librarians are able
to install KOHA ILS. This shows that the
librarians have to believe on the experts for
the installation of the software.

Table 5: The Ease of Use and User Affability of KOHA

The ease of use and user affability of KOHA. Agree | Disagree | Not Sure
KOHA can be customized to make it work better 46.1%|47.4% |6.5%

I can Install KOHA myself 43.1% | 51.2% |5.7%
KOHA makes circulation simple 86.3% | 21.8% | 1.8%
KOHA makes cataloguing very easy 84.3% | 2.0% 13.7%




8.4 Challenges on Use of KOHA 9. Conclusion
The respondents revel that the main
challenges of the KOHA ILS implementation
is technical knowledge i.e. 84.3 percentage
followed by administrative procedure by
65.7 % and 43.3 percentage by maintenance
problems and 25.5 percentage by financial

Some libraries in Nepal have used KOHA
ILS for automation. The libraries have
used KOHA mostly for cataloguing and
circulation. Results show Koha ILS is the
best and preferred ILS in Nepal. However
i ) ‘ because of lack of the technical expertise of
problen?s. From thlls resul.t it can be said v Jiprarians the full-fledged use of KOHA
that main challenge is technical knowledge. is yet to achieve. To implement KOHA in

Table 6: Challenges on Use of KOHA , .
full fledge manner regular training sessions

Challenges of KOHA Yes No and technical resources are required in the
software libraries.
Financial problems 25.5% | 74.5%

Maintenance problems |[43.3% |56.7%
Technical Knowledge 84.3% | 15.7%
Administration 65.7% |34.3%
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Book Review:

“Librarians and information professionals
are moral, responsible to themselves,
others, and society as a whole. Our values
and ethics provide a framework for our
conduct, policies, and services. Without
them, we are, as Foskett observed, merely
lurching about stumbling in the dark.
Values are strongly held beliefs that serve
to guide our actions. When we think of
values, we associate them with words
like convictions or principles more than
opinions. Values structure our experience
and provide insight when we must make
important decisions affecting the future.
Institutions and professions also have
values often remain the same, serving
as an important compass when changes
in purpose are contemplated. Let us
take a look at some of the basic values
that are integral to our professionals
work”(Richard E. Rubin, 2013).

Seven Values of Library and Information
Science

1. The First Value: Service

Perhaps the most unique feature of library
and Information science, in deal, for

example, to computer science, is that the
purpose of the field is to communicate
knowledge to people. This is more than
just “meeting an information need”, which
is often the common treat for the activities
of the modern library. Fundamental the
value of service is the betterment of the
individual and the community as a whole.

Ranganathan proposed five laws of
library science that remain central to our
understanding of libraries, and that reflect
his truly held principle that the library
is dedicated to the service of all people
(1963).

1. Books are for use.

2. Books are for all.

3. Every book its reader.

4. Save the time of the reader.

5. The library is growing organization.

Ranganathan's laws are central to library
and information science and they make
clear many of the principles that guide
our practices for structuring library
collections, services, and staff even today.

Gorman (1995) revisited Ranganathan's
work and advanced five new laws(Richard
E. Rubin, 2013):

1. Libraries serve humanity.

2. Respect all forms by which knowledge
is communicated.

3. Usetechnology intelligently to enhance
service.

4. Protect free access to knowledge.

5. Honor the past and create the future.

2. The Second Value: Reading and the
Book are Important



A central value of both libraries and library
workers has been and continues to be a
deep and abiding respect for both reading
and the book:

Consider some of the advantage that
books possess:

Are generally lightweight and very
portable, easy to take to the beach or to
bed; Require no electricity (except when it
,s dark); Require no additional equipment
such as video display terminals, printers
and so on; Require little maintenance
and repair, and when repair is needed
it is usually quit inexpensive and can
be accomplished by an individual with
minimal training no service contract
is needed; Require no diagrams or
documentation to use; Can get pretty
damp and dusty and still function; Can be
dropped on the floor with little damage;
Are comparatively cheap; Can be browsed
easily and contain finding aids, such as an
index, thatrelatively easy touse (compared
with using Boolean logic); provide a large
number of thoughtful and interconnected
ideas in one place that can be read from
start to finish or scanned in sections ; Are
an excellent source for stimulating the
imagination ; Store easily; Can be written
in and text can be easily underline for
emphasis during later reading and study;
Require little knowledge to operate; Can
last a very long time , especially when
printed on acid -free paper

3. The Third Value; Respect for truth
and the search for truth

When individuals seek answers to

questions, they expect the library timely
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and accurate information, Library
professionals would consider themselves
without any problem if they failed in that
task, However library users are sometimes
investigating issues that are much more
complex than simply answering

4. The Fourth Value: Tolerance
Tolerance has a  complementary
relationship to truth: tolerance admits of
the possibility that our ability to judge the
truth is imperfect and that there might
be many truths, or that the truth in some
cases might not be know. it presumes that
more than one perspective on a subject
might be reasonable and that exposure to
many ideas might help us understand and
approach the truth. The value of tolerance
thus suggests that library collections
should possess a variety of perspectives
on a wide display of topics. Tolerance
suggests that LIS professionals should
be nonjudgmental in terms of the value
or direction of a library user, s inquiry.
without such a value, library collections
would be little more than the dogmatic
assertions of the majority.

5. The Fifth Value: The public Good

The notion of the public good is
fundamentals to library service and has
several implications. First, it assumes
that people and society as a whole are
changed and, in the long run, improved by
ideas. There is little reason for libraries to
exist if we do not believe that they make
a positive contribution to society. As
noted earlier, a list of those contributions
might include promoting literacy, reading
and education, preserving the cultural
records: serving as a community center.



and offering programs that entertain and
inform. Second the notion of the public
good recognizes people, s right to enjoy
life and that the library has a role in
promoting entertainment and pleasure.

6. The sixth value: Justice

McCook (2001) pointed out that an
underlying goal of our profession is
information equity: inherent in this goal
social justice -working for universal
literacy: defending: intellectual freedom,
preserving and making accessible the
human record to all, (p.81). In part, this
means that each individual's should have
equal access to library and information
services and be respected as an individual.
providing inadequate service to any
individuals is a violation of such a value.

7. The seventh value: Aesthetics

Certain materials are collected
because they possess the elements of
extraordinary creativity - the works of
genius that epitomize the best of our
cultural achievements. the great music art
literature, and philosophy of the past, as
well as those modern works that appear
to have like potential, are often prized
by libraries, even when their circulation
levels are low. these works often receive
special consideration for preservation.
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Library Development in Nepal: From Royal Patronage to Public
Access
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Introduction

With the progress of human civilization
on Earth,
their languages, cultures, customs, and
traditions from one generation to another
in a systematic manner, often through the
transfer of knowledge from one book to
another. As humans navigate the uncharted
realms of time, they document their life
experiences through
various means, capturing their wisdom and
insights in diverse ways, such as through
documentation or archival processes. It is
through such processes of experiencing
and learning that the concept of a book has
emerged. In accordance with comprehensive
principles and methodologies, collections
centers or archives have been established
in the present era to manage and organize
these books, introducing the concept of a
library.

individuals have transmitted

and observations

libraries
institutions

In the
have

contemporary
paramount
in the preservation and dissemination
of knowledge. They serve as
repositories, meticulously organizing an
extensive array of books and informational

era,
become

central
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resources, embodying the collective wisdom
of humanity in diverse subjects, genres,
and formats. Utilizing advanced cataloging,
classification, and archival systems, libraries
have evolved into essential guardians of
intellectual accomplishments, representing
the aspirations, discoveries, and intellectual
prowess of numerous generations.

Moreover, libraries have transcended their
conventionalrolesasmerebookrepositories,
transforming into dynamic
offering a wide range of specialized services
and programs that cater to the diverse needs
of their users. These
assistance, research support, interlibrary
loan services, and educational initiatives,
all aimed at facilitating the exchange and
dissemination of knowledge, fostering a
culture of lifelong learning, and promoting
cultural enrichment. In the contemporary
digital landscape, libraries are undergoing
a profound transformation, embracing
cutting-edge technologies and digital
platforms to enhance accessibility, expand
their reach, and adapt to the evolving needs
of an increasingly interconnected global
community. By integrating
technology into their systems and services,
libraries aim to transcend the limitations
of time and space, democratizing access to
information and empowering individuals
from all walks of life to embark on a quest
for knowledge and intellectual growth. Thus,
libraries, in their profound significance and
multifaceted nature, stand as symbols of
human intellectual pursuit, enlightening

institutions

include reference

seamlessly



society, nurturing a deep appreciation
for the written word, and advocating for
the relentless pursuit of knowledge and
understanding amidst the intricate tapestry
of human existence.

Ancient and Medieval Libraries

In the context of the establishment and
development of libraries in Nepal, there
is limited available evidence. Although
extensive research has been conducted on
ancient Vihars, Agam Ghars, temples, and
manuscripts, revealing the dissemination
of knowledge in the form of Vedas, Tantra,
astrology, religion, philosophy, military
arts, commerce, and science through stone
inscriptions, copper plates, palm leaves,
and bamboo strips, the specific origins of
libraries remain elusive.

During ancient and medieval times,
neighboring country India witnessed the
presence of renowned universities and
centers of education such as Takshashila,
Vikramashila, Pataliputra, and Nalanda.
These centers of learning undoubtedly
influenced Nepali society, and the trends
related to educational books and libraries
must have had some impact on the lives
of Nepali people during that era. When
examining the history of Nepal, the Malla
period holds significant importance in the
development of library science. The interest
of Malla rulers compiling,
and studying books established a direct
connection with libraries. The library in
Bhaktapur, for instance, housed around
14,000 books during that time. Influenced
by such libraries, famous historian Kark
Patrick referred to Bhaktapur as “Nepal's
Varanasi” in his book. The inscriptions

in writing,

and copper plates of the Malla period,
written in Sanskrit, played a crucial role in
disseminating Sanskrit knowledge among
the general population and shed light on the
clear prospects of library development.

The formal history was began from the
Lichhavi Dynasty. Lichhavi dynasty is called
the golden age of Nepal. King Manadeva
was the first king proved by the history.
The written history was started form
this period. Furthermore, the evidence
discovered by King Pratap Malla, the ruler
of Kantipur (present-day Kathmandu),
reveals the usage of various languages and
even the Roman script in his inscriptions.
Such discoveries indicate the presence of
a sophisticated understanding of multiple
languages and the potential development
of libraries (or book repositories) during
that time. However, due to the limited
available historical records, it is challenging
to provide a comprehensive account of the
establishment and development of ancient
and medieval libraries in Nepal. Further
exploration, research, and archaeological
investigations are required to uncover
more insights into this significant aspect of
Nepal's intellectual and cultural heritage.

Modern Era

After the conquest of Kathmandu Valley by
the founder of the modern Nepali state, King
Prithvi Narayan Shah (1779-1831), all the
official documents of the various kingdoms
were collected and stored in the Hanuman
Dhoka Palace complex in Basantapur.
Although initially done informally, the
task of archiving these state documents
was carried out under the patronage of



King Prithvi Narayan Shah. Later, during
the reign of his successor, King Girvan
Yuddha Bikram Shah (1854-1873), on the
auspicious day of the sixth lunar month of
Bhadra in 1869, a Friday on the Shashthi
tithi, all the preserved archives and available
books in the palace were collected and the
“Chitai Tahabil” (Archives Ledger) Act was
promulgated. The term “Chitai” refers to
documentation or recording, and “Tahabil”
signifies a ledger or collection. This marked
the formal recognition and establishment of
the first library with legal authority in the
history of Nepali libraries.

Under the provisions of the “Chitai Tahabil”
Act, the preservation of books and libraries
was supported by an annual budget of 125
silver rupees. Pandit Kedar Nath Jha was
appointed as the librarian, along with two
assistants. The assigned staff members
were responsible for daily rituals, such
as performing religious ceremonies in
the evening and lighting lamps, as well as
cleaning and safeguarding the documents
and books from insects and moisture. This
extraordinary initiative by King Girvan
Yuddha Bikram Shah demonstrates his
affection for books and
appreciation for the role of libraries.

indicates his

Moreover, it is worth noting that King Girvan
Yuddha Bikram Shah himselfhad a deep love
for books. He is known to have authored the
book “Satkarma Ratnavali Part-1” and thus
canbe considered asbothaloverofbooksand
an author. These historical details shed light
on the fascinating connection between King
Girvan Yuddha Bikram Shah and libraries.
However, further research and exploration
are needed to gather more comprehensive
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information about the development of
libraries during the modern era in Nepal.
The initiatives taken during the reigns of
King Prithvi Narayan Shah and King Girvan
Yuddha Bikram Shah laid the foundation
for the recognition and preservation of
books and libraries, marking a significant
milestone in the history of Nepali libraries.

Rana Regime

During the reign of King Rajendra (B.S.1910-
1972) in 1953, all the books and materials
from the old palace library were transferred
to a building similar to Kotha in Thapathali
Durbar. Later, it was named “Durbar High
School Library.” During that time, students,
teachers, and masters from Durbar High
School used to study in this library. However,
due to the deterioration of the Durbar High
School building, the library was relocated to
anew building near Ghantagharin 1957, and
itwasaddressed as Ghantaghar Library. After
Prime Minister Dev Shamsher ascended to
power, he published an announcement in the
first issue of Gorakhapatra, the government
Gazette, in 1957, declaring the library open
to the general public. In 1962, the name was
changed to “Veer Library Government Book
House,” and studying in the library required
the Prime Minister's approval. Furthermore,
Dev Shamsher invited the renowned French
historian Silvain Lévi to study the ancient
books and archives in Veer Shamsher's
special permission. Dev Shamsher himself
published a notice in volume 1, number 2 of
Gorkhapatra, making the library accessible
to the general public. In 1989, Bhim
Shamsher ordreded to classify and prepare
catalogs for the books in the library, dividing
them into Sanskrit manuscripts and Bhote



manuscripts. Chittaharsha Bajracharya
enthusiastically categorized and cataloged
Tibetan manuscripts and books. Thus, the
library progressed in a systematic manner.
Later, in 2009, it was placed under the
Department of Archaeology. Since Aswin
17, 2024, all the books from Veer Library
Government Book House
Ghantaghar have been transferred to the
National Archives on Ramshah Path.

located near

Library Festival

The Library Festival holds a significant
place in the Nepali library world. In 1987,
upon returning from studying
literature and being inspired by the values
of intellectual freedom, book publication,
and human liberty, a group of Nepali youth
led by Dharmaraj Thapaliya gathered with
the intention of opening a library as a
first initiative of the public. As a result, 45
enthusiastic individuals, including Laxmi
Prasad Devkota, came together to establish
“Saraswati Guthi” and obtain permission
to open a library through a letter of
recommendation from the then Prime
Minister, Shri 3 Bhim Shamsher. However,
one member of this group, Ramchandra

Indian

Adhikari, confronted the Prime Minister and
falsely accused all the members of engaging
in anti-government activities, leading to
their arrest and subsequent release after
paying a fine of NPR 100 each. This incident
became known as the Library Festival.

Then, in 2013, Rajguru Hemraj Pande's
private library was purchased by the
government for IRS 300,000 and housed
in Singha Durbar's Sikri Gate. The library
was then renamed as the Nepal National

Library. At the time of its establishment, the
library had a collection of 34,292 books. In
2023, it was relocated to Harihar Bhavan
in Pulchowk through the Sikri Gate of
Singhadurbar. Subsequently, in 2011, the
National Education Committee formed by
the government included the concept of a
central library in its report, which further
advanced the idea. With the joint signatures
of the government and United States Agency
for INternational Development (USAID),
the modern library was established in Lal
Durbar in June 2016.

Nepali Libraries

In 2016, along with the establishment
of Tribhuvan University, the Tribhuvan
University Central Library was established
in Tripureshwar, acquiring around 1,200
books. Subsequently, in 2019, the Central
Library of Tribhuvan University was
established. Until now, it stands as one of
the largest libraries in Nepal. On November
6, 2024, during the inauguration of its new
building, the library had a collection of
36,000 books. We can acquire the Kaiser
Library as another example of a library.
Field Marshal Kaiser Shamsher developed
his personal collection into the Kaiser
Library, starting from 1909. Following his
demise, his wife, Shrimati Krishnachandra
Devi, transferred the library to the then
governmentin 1968. At that time, the library
had a total of approximately 30,000 books.
Additionally, in 2013, the Kamal Mani Dixit
Personal Collection was transformed into
a library and managed through the Madan
Puraskar Guthi.

according to the survey report on public and



community libraries in Nepal (2022) there
are around 928 libraries in Nepal.

Summary

On the historic day of Bhadra 15, 1869 BS,
the formal establishment of the Lal Mohar
Library marked the beginning of celebrating
Library Day in Nepal. With a span of 16
years since then, the Library Day has been
commemorated as a significant occasion to
honorachievementsin the field ofknowledge
and information, as well as to contribute to
the establishment of a civilized, cultured,
and prosperous society.

The first objective of Library Day, initiated
since 2065 BS (2008 AD), was to pay tribute
to historical advancements. The second
crucial objective focused on supporting the
institutional development of libraries in the
country, fostering knowledge-based and
well-informed societies, and contributing

to the creation of a civilized and prosperous
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community. However, it remains a common
curiosity as to how many of the questions
raised during the pre-event program of the
16th Library Day could be fully addressed.
This year's slogan for Library Day is “Library
for generation to generation.”

We all aim to raise awareness of education
among all individuals, from the central
government to bodies, and in
every citizen. Our goal is to promote the

local

development of a reading culture, enhance
national literacy rates, and uplift the national
economy.

Long live books!
Long live libraries!
Long live Library Day!



The anonymous library of a famous person: 'Niranjan Govinda
Memorial Library' at a glance.
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Abstract

This article provides a glance of a Late.
Niranjan Govinda Vaidya's personal
collections, highlighting personal library,
collections, organizations of the documents,
present state of the library and its
sustainability. The personal library is a
curated collection of books and otherreading
materials that reflects the individual's
interests, knowledge, and personal
growth. It serves as a valuable resource for
intellectual stimulation, entertainment, and
education. Additionally, it touches upon
the arrangement and cataloging methods
employed, as well as the benefits and value
derived from maintaining a personal library.
Interview was made with Shishir Vaidya, son
of Mr. Niranjan Govinda Vaidya, and physical
observation of the library was also done
to capture the present state of the library.
Findings reveal that Shishir Vaidya gets
inspiration for reading and writing from
the fact that he has a collection of books at
home that he received from his father as a
family legacy, but he is worried about the
sustainability of the library.

Key words: Collectors and collecting, Private
and family libraries

Niranjan Govinda Vaidya is a well-known
person in Nepal's politics. He is one of
the founders of Nepal Communist Party,

which was established in the 7th Baisakh
of 2006 B.S. in Kolkata, India. Due to the
political change in 2017 B.S. parties were
banned, several leaders were arrested by
the government, some went underground in
Nepal and some were exiled in India but Mr.
Vaidya established a progressive bookshop
in Bhotahity, Kathmandu and started to sale
communists ideology books published from
Vietnam, China, Soviet Union (currently
Russia) and other countries (Joshi, 2076).
He founded the Pragati Publication, which
released more than hundreds publications,
many of which were translations of political
books (Vaidya, 2076a). Vaidya's son, Shishir
Vaidya, explained the book shop as the
source of the memorial library.

Shishir Vaidya is maintaining this library
after his father's death in 2061 B.S. He
is a writer and had published more than
two dozen of articles in different journals
and newspapers. He has named 'Niranjan
Govinda Memorial Library' for the
collections. He acknowledges “my father's
collection enabled me to seek reference
from old literature while writing on political
issue”, and adds 'l authored some articles
according to my father's handwritten
note found in the library' (Vaidya, Shishir,
Personal communication, 7th March, 2023).
His reading and writing habits are bringing
life to his father's collection and motivate to
build up the personal library.

1. Collections

The library of Vaidya contains over 5000
books and documents in total. Collections
are about political and political literature.
Russian, Korean, Chinese, Indian, Bulgarian
and Nepali publications books were
found in this library. Library is rich in the
diversity of languages too; English, Nepali,
Hindi, Chinese and Vietnamese languages



books were preserved. Hindi-language
newspapers from China, magazines from
abroad and many children's literature books
in foreign languages are found in the library
(3T g&ehied, 2074). The photographs
of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Ho Chi Minh,
and Mao Zedong's hanging on the library's
wall gave the impression that it is a library
of a communist political party. Some of
the famous books of the world, from large
volume books to small pamphlets can be
seen in this library. Out of them there are
some rare books and documents were
preserved. The first edition of 'Muna Madan'
of Laxmi Prasad Devkota, handwritten
letters and papers of his fathers and others
were also found in the library.

2. Organization of the documents
a. Building/Area

Vaidya's library covers a room about
(10*12ft) 120 square feet. Library was built
on the third floor of his house located in the
Putalisadak, Kathmandu.

b. Classification System

Books are organized by language and
publication date wise. Russian, Korean,
Chinese, Indian, Bulgarian and Nepalese
publications books are in separate stacks in
the bookracks.

c. Furniture
Seven bookracks were used to store books.
d. Security System

Books are in the open bookracks. In the
owner's absence, there might be a chance
to pick up the book. Vaidya claimed that
“Some friends hadn't returned books,” but
he is unable to identify the title because he
doesn't keep a registry.

3. Current state of the library

Though, Vaidya has a collection about
5000 having with some rare books, his
library was not maintained well. The worse
state of this library is also evident in a few
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previously published articles; Collector
Mr. Shishir Vaidya himself had written that
‘An anonymous library that looks like a
storehouse of books. Messy and scattered
books. Some books are standing on racks
but no book order, no signs. The book seen
the previous day is missing. The pages of old
books have started to be torn. The letters of
the newspaper are being opened. How many
books have had their bindings torn into two
or three pieces' (Vaidya, 2076b).

Article of the Annapurna post picturized
the situation of the library as 'Books with
torn covers are scattered on the floor. Dust
clings to the cover of the book. The letters
in the newspaper can't be read well without
cleaning. The pictures on the wall look
blurry' (37T g&ieh1aE, 2074).

Lawoju, Niraj interpreted that 'probably
there was no room for the family, later
books were stored in a room in the back
house' (Lawoju, 2078). When Vaidya was
questioned about the deplorable situation
during a physical observation (7th March
2023), he responded, “It is because of the
lack of manpower, | am also not getting time
to manage library because of my profession
and business.”

4. Sustainability of the library

The leader and the minister of Nepal Mr.
Narayan Kaji Shrestha had visited his library
once. Out of them few readers/writers used
to visit this library rarely. If users let him
know they are interested to visit library, he
stated he won't hesitate to welcome them.

Vaidya is worried about the sustainability
of the library. He claimed that one of the
friends of one communist political party
made approach to handover his collections
to the party but he thinks it will be unusual
to give to the political party. He declared
that once he had visited one governmental
library and saw the book corner donated by
an individual person and ashamed by not
getting users. After that he changed mood.



Now, his aim is to establish a library center
from his father's name, which reflects the
contribution of his father and made his
father long lively.

5. Conclusion:

In conclusion, the deplorable situation of
the library of a famous person is indeed a
matter of great concern. The library, which
is meant to be a treasure trove of knowledge
and a sanctuary for intellectual exploration,
has fallen into a state of neglect and disarray.
This sad state of affairs not only diminishes
the legacy of the library's owner but also
deprives the public of a valuable resource.

The library's deplorable condition can be
attributed to a variety of factors. Lack of
proper fundingand maintenance,inadequate
staffing, and a general lack of appreciation
for the importance of preserving cultural
heritage are among the chief reasons for its
decline. As a result, the once-magnificent
shelves that were once filled with rare and
precious books now stand empty, covered in
dust and cobwebs.

In light of this dire situation, it is imperative
that immediate action be taken to restore
the library to its former glory. Being a
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Abstract

The study collected data from eight libraries
in Nepal to examine the strategic layout
design for digital data preservation. The
libraries were selected using convenient
judgmental sampling, and a short interview
was conducted to trace out the strategy and
develop a layout of the system implemented.
Digital setup was limited to having setup like
a computer, networking, integrated library
software, institutional repository software
etc. The study found that out of the eight
libraries, only two had implemented mirror
backup systems while SAARC Library and
American Center both are having more
advanced backup systems maintained from
international inter-operative servers with
various toolkit sets. The study also revealed
that most libraries are doing backups by
taking backup on the hard-disk and storing
it in safe cupboard but only a few are
conducting time-to-time refreshing, copying
and pasting onto the new hardware and
software system. The study suggests that
libraries accordingly need to develop the
concept of Digital Librarians and guidelines
to bring uniformity among layout designs
for regular backup to ensure the longevity
of digital data in Nepal as the library's
resources are being paperless and spread
out of library-without-wall.

Keywords: Digital Preservation, Layout
Design, Systems Librarian
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Introduction

A traditional library conjures up the image
of an apartment filled with books on a
book rack, along with its staff members
who help us check in and check out of the
books. Although the way that each person
perceives this could differ depending on
the services that their local library and
librarian offer. Additionally, how a country
is classified as underdeveloped, developing,
or developed may affect how it is pictured.
However, the development of information
communication technology (ICT), as well
as Born Digital and Digitised Library
resources, has given us access to materials
that go beyond those found in a typical
library in recent decades. The preferences of
library users and the services they require
have changed dramatically as a result of the
wide availability of electronic devices and
networks. Digital or electronic e-resources
can fulfil the current expectation of modern
consumers to have resources at their
fingertips. As a result, the idea of libraries
and the services they provide now overcome
geographical limitations and exist in the
realm of the digital world. Libraries must
plan and implement innovative methods
of long-term preservation outside of the
traditional restrictions of physical book
racks and closed environments to meet
this new demand and guarantee continuing
access to digital resources. To satisfy the
changing demands of users in the digital age,
adopting a library-without-walls approach
leads us to the active preservation of those
digital data.

Literature Review

UNESCO (2023) describes digital data
preservation as a series of processes
aimed at assuring digital items' continuing
accessibility. To do this, digital preservation
entails re-presenting what was initially



provided to consumers via an array of
software and hardware tools working
on digital data. Because of the fast
digitization of collections, the proliferation
of born-digital resources, and increasing
dependence on digital resources, signifies
the value to design a strategy for digital
data preservation. Digital preservation is a
difficult task for information institutions,
requiring teamwork and new abilities from
library employees. A concerned study in
Jordan indicated a moderate perception
of the benefits and importance of digital
preservation. It is critical to raise awareness
of its critical role in ensuring long-
term access to knowledge. Interestingly,
gender, experience, education level, and
specialization did not affect the findings,
emphasizing the issue's universality
(Awamleh & Hamad, 2022).

The Integrated Library System (ILS)
automates all areas of library operation
using computers. In general, these items are
organized into modules that handle distinct
functional areas (Emeka et al., 2015). Many
libraries have used integrated library
software (ILS) to manage their collections
and operations more efficiently. The bulk
of them has chosen the open-source Koha
software, which has grown in popularity
because of its broad features for cataloguing,
circulation, and handling of electronic
resources. Institutional Repositories
originated as an online option for gathering,
archiving, and disseminating the knowledge
of universities, colleges, and other research
institutions. The repository  swiftly
expanded into a platform for libraries to
publish and promote an institution's whole
body of scholarship, including articles,
books, theses, dissertations, and journals.
The incorporation of support for photos,
video, audio, and other media has increased
the richness of repository collections. Since
2000, a variety of repository software has

emerged, each with its own set of advantages
and technological requirements (Bankier &
Gleason, 2014).

The Library Server is a type of World Wide
Webserverthatallowsinformationproviders
to make softcopy libraries available through
the Internet and Intranet. The computer
company's BookManager Library Server
product is the next generation of web-
based softcopy technology-based products.
The Library Server administrator creates a
comprehensive softcopy library using the
usual BookServer Library administration
interface(Witten et al,, 2009). In modern
libraries, IT support and expertise play a
crucial role in managing and preserving
digital resources efficiently. Librarians and
library professionals need to have a strong
understanding of information technology to
ensure smooth operations and optimal use of
digital tools and resources. The IT expert in
the library performs tasks such as general IT
support, digital collection management, user
training and assistance, data backup, server
management, digital data preservation and
developing security and privacy for it (Ashiq
& Warraich, 2023). Data backup in libraries
is essential for protecting valuable digital
information. Regular data backup practices
enable redundancy and data protection
from loss in the event of hardware failure,
inadvertent deletion, or calamities. External
hard drives, cloud servers, and automated
periodic backups are some of the backup
solutions used by libraries. A well-designed
data backup strategy enables librarians to
protect and maintain the integrity of their
digital collections, guaranteeing information
accessibility and continuity for patrons and
scholars alike. Farid et al,, (2023) state that
libraries have had challenges with data
security and privacy policies, data backup,
information security systems, hardware
and software upgrades, and technical
assistance for library employees. They also



confront fiscal constraints as well as a lack
of preparation among librarians to accept
new tools and technologies.

As more information is produced in digital
formats and most of printed is going to be
digitised, there is an increasing preference
for electronic formats among people
involved in knowledge production, such as
knowledge creators, publishers, and those
responsible for preserving knowledge for
future generations. To efficiently manage
digital information resources and services in
libraries and to prevent digital content from
loss, ICT-skilled library and information
science personnel are warranted, known as
“Digital Librarians”(Singh, 2023). This type
of ICT specialist is in-charge of maintaining
and organising the digital library, as well as
managing digital information resources and
services utilising the necessary devices and
tools set (Dash, 2022).

Discussion

Data were collected from eight libraries of
Nepal, regarding their digital data storage
server. The libraries were selected based
on the convenient judgemental sampling
method. During the selection of the sample,
the mind was set to select the library
that contain some extent of digital setup.
Selected libraries are the Birat Medical
College (BMC) Library, Research Centre for
Educational Innovation and Development
(CERID) Library, Karnali Academy of Health
Science (KAHS) Library, Nepal National
Library (NNL), South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Library,
Supreme Court Library, and Tribhuvan
University Central Library (TUCL). The
symbol (&) refers to no and (v) refer to yes.
Method

A brief interview and observation were
conducted in conjunction with a research
plan. The interview focused on tracing out
the exact approach that was used in their
libraries to overcome the loss of digital
data and backup strategy, explaining the
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risks and obstacles involved with digital
data preservation and the function of the
server in it. In this study, loss of digital data
means that the original data was partially,
completely, or unwittingly permanently
lost due to any cause or fault. Respondent
comments were turned into a block diagram
and table of their data. In this study, installing
the integrated library software (ILS) and
institutional repository software (IRS) on
the same system means storing data on
the main Personal Computers (PCs). Local
server storage is concerned with storing
data on an in-house, institutional, or own
organisation server to install the ILS and
IRS and its generated data. The third-party
server is a cloud server that is managed by
a third party for periodic maintenance, and
the data is stored someplace else outside of
their organisation to install ILS and IRS and
its associated data.

Finding

Fieldwork and an interview with library staff
were used to acquire primary data. These
data were then consolidated and displayed
in a simple table. The data was recorded
based on information provided by library
workers, time constraints, and accessible
digital setup.

Table 1: Software used by Libraries (ILS and
IRS)

SN. | Library ILS IRS
1. | BMC Library 2
2. | CERID Library % i
3. | KAHS Library
4. | NNL
5. | SAARC Library
6. |Samshodhana %
Mandala
7. | Supreme Court
Library
8. TUCL




Except for the CERID Library, all libraries
include integrated library software (ILS),
as noted in the table above. The majority
of libraries use Koha software for ILS.
According to a study, the BMC Library,

CERID Library, and Samshodhana Mandala
did not have institution repository software
(IRS) software installed. DSpace was used as
repository software by almost all libraries.

Table 2: Data stored at different Server

. Main PCs Third-Par-
SN. Library Server Local Server ty/Cloud Server
1. BMC Library 2
2. CERID Library % %"
3. KAHS Library i
4, NNL
5. SAARC Library
6. Samshodhana Mandala ® ®
7. Supreme Court Library
8. | TUCL

The table above illustrates that NNL, SAARC
Library, Supreme Court Library, and TUCL
possess all three types of servers: main
PCs server, local server, and third-party
server/cloud server. On the other hand,

CERID Library and Samshodhana Mandala
have opted to use their main computer as
the server. Meanwhile, BMC Library and
KAHS Library utilize main PC servers and
local servers within their organizations.

Table 3: Practices carried out within Libraries

SN. Library Maintenance | Extra Backup | Backup Techniques
1. BMC Library " "
2. CERID Library n Pen-drive "
3. KAHS Library " n
4, NNL Hard-disk  [Mirror Backup (2TB)
5. SAARC Library Hard-disk | Cloud Backup (Active
Preservation)
6. Samshodhana Mandala n Hard-disk n
7. Supreme Court Library " Periodic Backup
8. TUCL " Mirror Backup

As shown in the above table, Except for
CERID Library and Samshodhana Mandala,
all libraries' concerned technicians perform
maintenance work for any types of issues

that develop on it, as stated in the above
table.BMC has an IT department that assists
with IT support in the library. They did not
have a backup plan and relied on backup



solutions to avoid data loss. CERID Library
does not have a library professional or
library paraprofessional to oversee the
library. They have made a backup of the data
on the official pen drive as a precaution in
case of data loss on the primary PC. As a
result, CERID developed mechanisms for
data backup such as transferring to a pen
drive. The KAHS Library is unconcerned
about the extra backup and the tactics
utilised to create it. The NNL has completed
a hard-disk backup and a mirror backup in
the server room. The SAARC Library keeps
frequent backups on an external hard
drive and has a cloud server at the SAARC
office's headquarters. The Samshodhana
Mandala also performs frequent backups on
an external hard drive. The Supreme Court
Library automatically performed periodic
backups on the primary server. TUCL has
a solid infrastructure in place for regular
backups to external hard drives and mirror
backups to the local server.

Conclusion

Except for the CERID Library, almost all
libraries have integrated library software
(ILS), with the majority using the Koha
software. The BMC Library, CERID Library,
and Samshodhana Mandala, on the other
hand, do not have institution repository
software (IRS). DSpace, on the other hand,
is practically every library's repository
software. When it comes to server types,
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Introduction

The Internet of Things (IoT) has emerged as
a game-changer across numerous industries
inan era defined by connection and technical
breakthroughs. The Internet of Things,
or IoT, is a network of interconnected,
web-connected devices that can collect
and share data. Libraries are embracing
IoT to transform their services since they
serve as information hubs and community
centers. Libraries may increase productivity,
improve user experience, and react to
changing customer needs by integrating
[oT technologies. The Smart Home concept,
a network of various devices including
plugs, switches, lamps, heat sensors,
air conditioners, refrigerators, irons,
humidifiers, locks, etc., is the simplest and
most evident “thing” that satisfies these IoT
requirements. Although all of these gadgets
can be controlled manually, some scenarios
might be carried out automatically due to
their “smartness”. A sensor that monitors
the air quality “sees” negative changes
and activates an air purifier, For instance,
if the temperature is higher than usual,
an air conditioner is activated; if a sensor
monitoring the air quality “sees” unfavorable
changes, an air purifier is activated; etc.

Here, the various IoT applications, needs,
characteristics of 10T, the significance and
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drawbacks of I[oT, various synonymous
terms used for 10T in library services, and
the advantages they offer to users and
librarians are discussed and analyzed.

IoT Enablers and their Alternative Terms

Although most of us are unaware of the
different names for the Internet of Things,
we all agree that it is a full version of IoT.
Depending onits qualities, it goes by a variety
of names. The following is an introduction to
these varied names:

e Internet of Things, widely referred to
as IoT, which is the common moniker
for it. The Industrial Internet, Smarter
Planet, Machine to Machine (M2M)
communication, Industry 4.0 (Internet
for Non-Humans), The Fog, and Internet
of Everything (Internet for Devices)

e Tsensors, also referred to as Trillion
Sensors In order to use IoT platforms to
acquire the targeted data and identify
patterns, many of the terms mentioned
above can be stated in a single line. It
boosts productivity, lowers costs, and
improves asset utilization.

Characteristics of IoT:

[oT characteristics include accuracy,
speed, and consistency in every task that
was previously only possible with human
resources. The Internet of Things (IoT) is a
remarkable innovation of the current day. It
is understandable based on its traits, and it
is as follows:

e Standards

e Energy

e Intelligence

e Communication
e Integration

e Interoperability



Importance of IoT

Bullock cart transportation in the past and
modern aviation travel today.

In the past, education was obtained through
formal education; today, it is obtained online.

Information was formerly available through
traditional libraries and 1is currently
available online. The world (the globe in
my hands) has come a long way thanks to
the examples above. This clearly shows the
necessity for information technology, which
includes the Internet of Things (IoT). That is
to say, human people have always exchanged
information and they will continue to do
so. Information technology is thus essential
for facilitating the direction of progress.
[oT is a contemporary type of information
technology, and the following are some of its
requirements:

Data flood, device miniaturization,
autonomous management, [Pv6 as an
integration layer, wide adoption in the
commercial sector, a variety of applications
in agriculture, industry, homes, cities, the
environment, health, energy systems, retail,
and logistics, as well as the use of Al and
machine learning to give devices intelligence.

If we discuss the sector and profession of
libraries, IoT can offer a global, real-time
connection of a sizable number of these
types of institutions. IoT makes it possible
for libraries to perform their duties in this
way in a more effective and intelligent way.

Integration of IoT Technologies in Libraries

The Internet of Things has the potential to
transform the operations of libraries and
services. Through the use of technologies
like Wi-Fi or Bluetooth, libraries may
locate cellphones in certain locations
and deliver tailored information, such as
event announcements. RFID tags can make
material checkout and return easier. Wi-Fi
device tracking makes it possible to identify

popular bookcases and helps with better
space utilization choices. It is possible to use
intelligent lighting systems to enhance both
indoor and outdoor lighting. Additionally,
safety is provided via internet-connected
fire sensors by identifying and responding
to potential fires. Smart energy systems
make it possible to regulate energy usage
in accordance with particular needs. The
future of IoT in library services seems
bright, with much promise. 10T devices will
advance today's libraries technologically
and become widely accessible to users with
the advanced way of interacting with their
needed resources of the libraries.

The significance of IoT in Libraries along
with the drawbacks

Drawbacks Include

[oT devices in libraries capture and send
data, including user information and activity
logs, raising concerns about privacy and
data security. Data security and privacy
are raised by this. IoT devices can be
vulnerable to hacking or illegal access if they
are not adequately secured, which could
compromise user information or library
resources. To safeguard private data and
manage security issues, libraries must put in
place strong security measures.

Implementation and maintenance costs
might be high when deploying IoT
equipment in libraries, particularly in
smaller or underfunded institutions.
Major expenditures are needed for
[oT hardware, networks, and software
solutions. Continuous upkeep, updates, and
troubleshooting may further raise the entire
cost. In order to secure long-term viability,
libraries must carefully assess the financial
implications of integrating IoT technology.
To guarantee optimum performance
and security, [oT devices need frequent
maintenance, updates, and fixes. In order
to properly manage and maintain the IoT



infrastructure, libraries must allot resources
and staff time. System vulnerabilities,
compatibility problems, and even system
breakdowns can result from a failure to keep
up with maintenance and upgrades.

In order to leverage the advantages of IoT
while avoiding any negatives, it is crucial for
libraries to handle these difficulties through
careful design, adequate security measures,
user education, and continuing maintenance.

Significant Includes

access to
tracking

Gaining
improving

high-quality data;
and management;
optimizing resource use; automating
processes; providing  comfort and
convenience; saving time and money; and
improving customer service in libraries.
Some of the advantages of IoT in libraries
are mentioned below:

Adaptive Shelves: The installation of smart
shelves is one of the main IoT uses in
libraries. [oT sensors installed on shelves
can track the position and availability
of books in real-time. By streamlining
inventory management, this technology
makes it easier for librarians to track and
find particular books. Smart shelves also aid
in preventing theft and misplacing items,
improving the library's total resource usage.

Automated check-in and check-out: The
Internet of Things (IoT) makes it possible for
libraries to install self-checkout terminals
with RFID tags or barcode scanners. By
streamlining the borrowing and returning
procedure for library users, this automation
cuts down on waiting times and gives
individuals more autonomy over their
transactions. The operational efficiency of
the library will increase as librarians can
then concentrate on more challenging jobs.

Environmental Monitoring: It is crucial

to maintain the integrity of library
materials. IoT sensors are able to track
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environmental factors inside the library,
including temperature, humidity, and air
quality. Librarians can maintain the best
circumstances for book preservation by
regularly monitoring and analyzing this data,
avoiding harm brought on by unfavorable
environmental conditions.

Space Management and Utilization: IoT
technology can help libraries make the
most of their available space. Implementing
occupancy sensors allows libraries to
obtain information on how frequently
various spaces are used and modify their
architecture accordingly. By allocating space
more effectively, enhances user experience
while also enabling energy management
through occupancy-based adjustments to
lighting and HVAC systems.

Personalized Recommendations: [oT
devices have the ability to gather user
information, such as reading preferences,
browsing histories, and borrowing habits.
By using this data, libraries can offer
specialized reading lists, personalized
book suggestions, and real-time alerts
about new releases or pertinent events.
Such individualized interactions inspire
participation, strengthen bonds with users,
and promote collection exploration.

Resources tracking and location: Libraries
frequently loan out a variety of resources,
including laptops, tablets, and multimedia
equipment. [oT asset monitoring
technologies make it possible to manage and
track these resources effectively. Libraries
can make sure that patrons have easy access
to these priceless materials while reducing
the likelihood of loss or theft by keeping an
eye on their whereabouts and availability.

Improved Security: loT-based security
technologies are essential for protecting
library resources and preserving a secure
environment. Integrating access control,
motion detection, and surveillance systems



with [oT platforms enables increased
incident response capabilities, real-time
monitoring, and automated notifications.
Thisimproves the general safety and security
of library patrons as well as the protection of
library resources.

Remote Access and Virtual Services: loT
technology helps libraries expand their
services beyond their physical bounds
through remote access and virtual services.
For instance, loT-enabled book delivery
robots can bring books to users' homes or
offices, opening up library services to a wider
audience. Utilizing immersive experiences,
virtual tours, and virtual access to rare or
restricted materials, virtual reality (VR) and
augmented reality (AR) technology can be
linked to library services.

In a nutshell, [oT is generally changing
libraries by streamlining operations,
personalizing services, enhancing resource
accessibility, and enabling data-driven
decision-making. It improves the user
experience, encourages efficiency, and gives
libraries the ability to adjust to the shifting
demands and expectations of their clients in

the contemporary world.
Conclusion

In summary, the Internet of Things (1oT)
is providing a variety of cutting-edge
technologies that are changing library
services. The use of technology in libraries
is currently in demand and the application
of the Internet of Things (IoT) in Modern
Library Activities and Services is expanding.
Additionally, it allows the library to make
the most use of its resources while saving
time, energy, and money. IoT technology
improves productivity, convenience, and
user experiences with everything from smart
shelves and automated check-in/check-out
procedures to personalized suggestions
and remote access. Libraries that use IoT
may react to their users' changing demands,
encourage resource optimization, and offer
a more stimulating learning environment.
Libraries are poised to evolve into dynamic,
tech-enabled hubs that empower and
engage their communities by utilizing the
revolutionary power of the Internet of
Things (IoT).
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