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In 2000, representatives of governments from 164 countries,
international organizations, donor agencies and non-governmental
actors adopted at the World Education Forum on Education for All (EFA)
the Dakar Framework for Action, comprising 6 goals to be achieved
by 2015. This summary presents the accomplishments, as well as the
remaining challenges of Nepal to reach the national targets, set to
achieve the vision of providing Education for All.

Taking stock of the progress towards EFA

GOAL 1 | EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE GOAL 2 | UNIVERSAL PRIMARY

AND EDUCATION (ECCE) EDUCATION

In 2014/15, 77.7 % of 4 year olds were enrolled The access to primary schools in Nepal has

in ECCE. Considering the fact that this is seven increased significantly, as the number of

times more than in 2000, the target defined by schools expanded and children benefit from

Nepal of 80% enrolment is likely to be reached. shorter traveling times which reflects in

However, the targeted Pupil Teacher Ratio significantly improved intake and enrolment

(PTR) of 1:20 to 1:25, to ensure high quality rates. The internal efficiency of primary

ECCE, will most likely be missed. education however is unsatisfactory.

GOAL 3 | YOUTH AND ADULT SKILLS GOAL 4 | ADULT LITERACY

Flexible, open and alternative educational The adult literacy rate (15 years+) in the year

programmes have been introduced. Even though of 2012/13 of 62.2% is far from meeting the

many of them link education with vocational skills national target of 75%, with a very low Gender

training and livelihood programmes, Nepal is still Parity Index (GPI) of 0.76. People from remote

not able to respond comprehensively to issues areas, females, ethnic minorities, Dalits and the

arising in a changing global context. poorest still suffer the biggest disadvantages.
GOALS5 | GENDER EQUALITY GOALG6 | QUALITY OF EDUCATION
Gender disparities in primary and secondary The percentage of trained teachers has
education have been eliminated in school increased on all educational levels and the
intake and enrolment and a higher survival survival rates to Grade 5 and 8 are close to
rate for girls than for boys both in Grade 5 and the targets of 90% and 76% respectively.
Grade 8 demonstrate significant improvements. Nevertheless, the allocated budget for the
Of concern is however the fact that Nepal still education sector remains low, there are big
features striking gender discrepancies in its disparities in PTR across the country and
adult literacy rate. learning achievements are still unsatisfactory.

GOAL 7 | RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND LINGUISTIC MINORITIES

Added by the Nepalese government, the goal addresses the specific linguistic diversity of the Nepali
people. Textbooks and other learning materials have been published in more than 21 languages
spoken in Nepal and mother-tongue based formal and non-formal teaching and learning programmes
introduced. For the full and beneficial inclusion of indigenous peoples and linguistic minorities, the goal
needs further development and consolidation.



Expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood
care and education, especially for the most vulnerable and
disadvantaged children.

ECCE is essential for the physical, intellectual, social and emotional development
of young children. As such it prepares children for primary education and will
improve their performance in school. From an economic perspective ECCE
produces the highest return on investment in the education and health sector.

GOAL1

KEY STRATEGIES OF GoN

= Three types of ECCE: school-based (pre-primary), community-based offers for 3-5 year old children
and programs for children under 3 years, with emphasis on local ownership

= Integration of health, nutrition, sanitation and educational activities in curriculum

= Parental education programme

NATIONAL TARGETS

= 80% of Gross Enrolment Rate (GER) for ECCE for children aged 3-5
= Adequate Early Childhood Develoment (ECD) centres and Pre-Primary Classes (PPCs), with a PTR of
1:20to 1:25
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

= Providing ECCE to children living in rural areas, poverty or children of poorly educated parents

= Lack of infrastructure for community-based ECD centres as well as school-based ECD and PPCs

= Ensuring the quality of ECCE through an appropriate PTR, higher qualification and remuneration
of ECD facilitators



Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls,
children in difficult circumstances and those belonging
to ethnic minorities, have access to and complete, free
and compulsory primary education of good quality.

Only when the access to primary education is universal and free of charge,
chances rise to integrate even the most marginalised children, disregarding
their sex, socio-economic status, ethnicity, caste, mother tongue, place of birth
or health status.

KEY STRATEGIES OF GoN

= Increasing relevance of curriculum by including useful life skills as well as community-specific cultural
and linguistic values

Awareness raising campaign about the importance of education, dispersed in local languages

= Introduction of legal obligations for families to send children of 5-12 years to school

Compensation of loss of income for child labourers when going to school, combined with broader
poverty alleviation programs

NATIONAL TARGETS

= 98% Net Intake Rate (NIR) and 102% Gross Intake Rate (GIR) at Grade 1

= 100% Net Enrolment Rate (NER) and 105% GER in Grades 1-5

= 90% survival rate to Grade 5

= 80% internal efficiency and 80% average learning marks in core subjects at Grade 5

NER at primary level, 2014/15 Survival rate to Grade 5, 2014/15

GOAL 2

90.0

98.0 .
“ 875
9.6
962

= 86.5 86.8 [
95.7 “ l @ q

b. £
‘ﬁ ‘ﬁ
Girls Boys Total Goal 2014/15

GPI

S
S
a3
B S
Q
g
Girls Boys Total Goal 2014/15 N
&
Learning achievements % of total enrolment of Dalits and Janajatis on ;f
Grade 5, %, 2014/15 @ primary level, 2014/15 S
E GPI g
60 E TotlPl = e 5
53 54 E 1.03 _ i
E Dalits
B 199 -——// M Janajatis
: 462 Other

1.02

\]

Math ~ Nepali English Average target

REMAINING CHALLENGES

= The poorest children are still most deprived of primary education

= Regional disparities in the number of schools and teaching positions lead to disadvantages of
students in the Terai region

= Theinternal efficiency of the education system is insufficient as reflected by the fact that not all children
complete primary education; or do not acquire appropriate knowledge, skills and values.

= Insufficient learning achievement in Grade 5



Ensuring that the learning needs of all young people and
adults are met through equitable access to appropriate
learning and life skills programmes.

Lifelong learning opportunities are essential for all. For youth and adults who
have had no or only limited access to education it is important to provide fit-
to-need, formal and non-formal educational as well as life skills programs. The
goal aims at providing people with second chances and the abilities to achieve
positive changes in their lives by being creative, analytical and productive.

KEY STRATEGIES OF GoN

Curriculum reform and extensive teachers’training, focusing on life contexts of students and on
integration of life skills

Meeting diverse needs of children, youths, adults and elders through broad range of decentralized,
non-formal as well as open and distance educational offers

Integration of literacy courses into income generating and social mobilization activities for specific
target groups

= Job-oriented technical and vocational education, and a focus on local entrepreneurial activities

Literacy rates, 1995/96-2011/12
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GOAL3
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Source: EFA National Review Report (UNESCO, 2015)
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By 2015, 2151 Community Learning Centres (CLCs) had been established in Nepal, 408 of those were

destroyed or damaged during the earthquake. Source: PDNA (GoN, 2015)

REMAINING CHALLENGES

= Significant part of population never enrolled in school
= High proportion of the population dropped out from school without meaningful learning achievements
= Large number of unemployed/underemployed youth



Achieving a 50% improvement in levels of adult literacy by
2015, especially for women, and equitable access to basic
and continuing education for all adults.

Literacy is a key skill for a person, regardless of age, sex, socio-economic status,
ethnicity or caste. However, illiteracy and poverty are mutually reinforcing. For
socially and economically disadvantaged individuals, the ability to read and
write constitutes an essential tool to lift themselves and their dependents out
of poverty.

GOAL4

Photo by Bhuvan Poudel

KEY STRATEGIES OF GoN

= Latest literacy campaign for the eradication of illiteracy: Literate Nepal Mission (LINEM) 2012-2015
under NFEC

Expanding access to formal education in order to make the up-coming generations literate

Provision of a variety of non-formal or alternative education programmes, focusing on specific target
groups such as female adults or out-of-school youths

Adaptation of literacy education to local contexts and specific needs, such as its integration into local
income generating programmes

NATIONAL TARGETS

= Adult literacy rate of 75% by 2015

Adult literacy rate, 1995-2010/11
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

= Goal 4is far from being met, with persisting significant gender disparities

= The population living in poverty, in rural or secluded areas still face the biggest hurdles to achieve
literacy, a fact emphasizing the importance of focusing on the already marginalized groups in
society



Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary
education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in
education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full and
equal access to and achievement in, basic education of
good quality.

w Gender equadlity is not only an end in itself, but also an indispensable tool for

achieving many other goals. Equal access to and participation in education
forms a milestone towards a more sustainable development process.

KEY STRATEGIES OF GoN

= Provision of scholarship or other incentives to girls to join and remain in school

= Creating a gender-responsive school environment

= Promotion of women'’s participation in educational professions

= Gender sensitization programs for teaching staff, community, parents and students
= Creation of gender-sensitive curriculum, textbooks and teacher training materials

NATIONAL TARGETS

= GPI of 1.0, based on NER at primary, basic and secondary level

= Share of female teachers
o at primary level 39% (revised downward from 45%, based on slow progress made)
e at basic level 36% (revised downward from 41%)
o atsecondary level 20% (revised downward from 16%)

OAL>S

NER of girls and boys by levels of school, 2014/15
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

= Significant prevailing gender disparities in higher education, adult literacy as well as within teachers’
education and training

= Percentage of girls enrolled in community (public) schools higher than in institutional (private)
schools, a fact indicating that parents still invest more in the education of boys than of girls

= A higher gender disparity is pronounced among poor sections of the population with regard to
enrolment and attendance rates



Improving all aspects of the quality of education and
ensuring excellence of all so that recognised and measurable
learning outcomes are achieved by all, especially in literacy,
numeracy and essential life skills.

Quality of education is of fundamental importance, specifically when more

and more children from diverse socio-economic and ethnic backgrounds enter
education. The sector must be able to provide necessary resources and means

to attend to the needs of all students in order for them to obtain satisfactory
learning achievements.

GOAL 6

KEY STRATEGIES OF GoN

= Improvement of overall school infrastructure and environment

= Improved, life-relevant and practical curriculum

= A more encouraging assessment system, based on a liberal promotion policy for early grades
= Introduction of teacher certification and provision of pre- and in-service training

NATIONAL TARGETS

= Increase of allocated budget to 2,5% of GNP for primary education

= Training of all teachers

= Provision of primary education in children’s mother tongue

= Repetition rate of Grade 1: 10%; of Grade 5: 8%, survival rate to Grade 5: 90%, PTR of 1:30

% of trained teachers, 2014/15
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

= Insufficient learning achievements, partly responsible for high repetition and dropout rates as well
as low transition rates to the next education level

= Budget allocation improved but has stalled lately and did not reach target yet

= Teachers incorporate knowledge, acquired through education and training, only insufficiently into
teaching methods and style



Ensuring the rights of indigenous people and linguistic
minorities to quality basic and primary education through
their mother tongue.

Goal 7 has been added by Nepal, a country where at least 123 languages are
spoken, in order to attend to the needs of its multilingual, multicultural and
multi-ethnic society. The aim is to achieve higher learning achievements,
stemming from a better understanding and a more natural engagement in
learning activities by the students. Furthermore, education programs shall
become more attractive to out-of-school children from indigenous and minority
language groups by making them feel more comfortable and capable to cope with the expectations
at school.

GOAL 7

KEY STRATEGIES OF GoN

Emphasis and elaboration of the rights-based approach to education

Expansion and diversification of learning opportunities and materials through the usage of ICT and
the design of additional flexible schooling programs

Partnering with non-governmental actors on local, national and international level to expand the
available resources, capacities and expertise that will benefit indigenous peoples and linguistic
minorities in the educational sector

PROGRESS

= Studies conducted on benefits and challenges of a multilingual education (MLE)

= Development of textbooks, reading materials and literacy learning materials for students as well as
training materials and in-service training for teachers in different languages

= Introduction of mother-tongue based formal and non-formal primary education as well as literacy
programs, supported and implemented by both governmental and non-governmental actors

REMAINING CHALLENGES

= Most of Nepal's languages rely on oral rather than literate traditions, which represents a challenge
for the development of meaningful learning materials

= Even though having moved away from policy paradigm “One nation, one culture, one language”
there is still room to deepen the collaboration between the Government and the representatives of
Nepal’s ethnic and linguistic minorities

= Achievements listed above are only in the early stage; for a full and beneficial inclusion of
indigenous peoples and linguistic minorities into the education system of Nepal, the programmes
need further consolidation and development.



EDUCATION 2030 — AN OUTLOOK

Globally, 57 million children and 69 million
adolescents still do not have access to basic
education. Some 774 million adults -two-thirds of
which are female- remain illiterate, and barriers
persist to limit access and learning outcomes

of society’s most vulnerable groups. Based on

the remaining challenges, the roadmap for

global education until the year of 2030 has been
revised and adjusted. The fourth Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG), to “Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all’, adopted along with
16 other SDGs at the UN summit on the Post-
2015 Development agenda in September 2015,
captures this vision for Education 2030.

The goal and its accompanying targets have
been informed by the 2014 Muscat Agreement,
and their importance re-emphasized in the

2015 Incheon Declaration. The global education
community stresses in these two core documents
the importance of understanding education

as a human right. The rights-based perspective
highlights the aspects of equity and inclusion
and emphasises thereby the inclusion of the
most marginalised and vulnerable groups within
society as a key concern. It is strongly advised

to include education as a fundamental, integral

part of the broader international development
framework, to unlock human capacities for
fighting poverty, fostering peace, gender equality,
decent work opportunities and justice; in short to
achieve sustainable development.

Nepal has made significant progress towards
providing access to education for big parts of
society and to fight gender inequality within the
sector. It is now, in the wake of Education 2030,
of specific importance for Nepal to target the
most disadvantaged groups, such as women,
Dalit, ethnic and linguistic minority groups and
people living in remote areas or with disabilities.
These groups and individuals are in greatest
need to acquire meaningful skill-sets for a self-
determined, dignified life.

The violent earthquakes that struck Nepal in
April and May 2015, destroyed livelihoods,
infrastructure as well as school buildings.
Many students still suffer from disaster-related
psychological distress and economic hardship,
impacting their attendance and performance
in school negatively. It remains to be seen how
Nepal will be able to cope with the long-term
effects of the disaster and the other prevailing
challenges.

Photo by Prem Bahadur Bohara




SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

GOAL 4 - TARGETS

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete
free, equitable and quality primary and
secondary education leading to relevant and
effective learning outcomes

By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have
access to quality early childhood development,
care and pre-primary education so that they are
ready for primary education

By 2030, ensure equal access for all women
and men to affordable and quality technical,
vocational and tertiary education, including
university

By 2030, substantially increase the number
of youth and adults who have relevant skills,
including technical and vocational skills, for
employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship

By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in
education and ensure equal access to all levels
of education and vocational training for the
vulnerable, including persons with disabilities,
indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable
situations

By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial
proportion of adults, both men and women,
achieve literacy and numeracy

By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the
knowledge and skills needed to promote
sustainable development, including, among
others, through education for sustainable
development and sustainable lifestyles, human
rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of
peace and non-violence, global citizenship and
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s
contribution to sustainable development

Build and upgrade education facilities that are
child, disability and gender sensitive and provide
safe, nonviolent, inclusive and effective learning
environments for all

By 2020, substantially expand globally the
number of scholarships available to developing
countries, in particular least developed countries,
small island developing States and African
countries, for enrolment in higher education,
including vocational training and information
and communications technology, technical,
engineering and scientific programmes, in
developed countries and other developing
countries

By 2030, substantially increase the supply

of qualified teachers, including through
international cooperation for teacher training in
developing countries, especially least developed
countries and small island developing states
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